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Letters to the Brethren’s Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel 
among the Heathen, received from the Missionaries in the Settle- 
ments of the United Brethren, on the coast of Labrador, in the year 
1826. 

Oxkak, Jugust 9, 1826. 

** DEAREST BRETHREN—On the 30th of July, we had the inex- 
pressible pleasure to hear of the arrival of the brig Harmony on this 
coast. She had come to an anchor about twenty-five English miles 
from hence, at a part of the coast, where several of our Esquimaux 
were stationed, for the purpose of procuring provisions. Two of 
them were sent with a few lines from the mate, giving us this joyful 
information, by which also we learnt that all on board were well. 
This good news filled our hearts with gratitude, and our eyes with 
tears of joy, the more, as we had for a long time past been anxiously 
waiting for her arrival. Having continually heard unfavourable re- 
ports from the sea, and that for hundreds of miles it was covered 
with floating and fixed masses of ice, the news came unexpectedly 
upon us, as we had almost given up the hope of seeing her at the 
usual time. The account of the immense quantity of ice was con- 
firmed, and that the ship had to work her way for four hundred 
English miles through it. But for the marvellous preservation 
of God, she never could have reached the coast; and we might 
never have seen her again. The remembrance of all the wonders 
of the Lord’s mercy and protection, experienced now for upwards of 
fifty years since your own vessels have sailed to this coast, makes us 
indeed adore Him in the dusts Who can enumerate all the instances 
and proofs of His goodness towards us? Only such as are true mem- 
bers of His living Church on earth, ascribe to Him and His allwise 
direction every thing that concerns the welfare of His children. 
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And indeed we have abundant proofs, that He does all things weil, 
and for the good of His cause and people. What are all our doings! 
what is all our preaching and teaching! what are all our exertions 
to bring together a flock of converts! All would vanish in air, were 
it not for this, that our Lord and Saviour Himself does the work, and 
by His Spirit seeks out His sheep, and leads, tends, and feeds them. 

** Others may boast of what they do, or intend to do, but we will 
proceed in our quiet course, looking up to Him for help, preaching 
Jesus, the crucified Redeemer, and depending on His word, that 
nothing shall prevail against His Church, to harm or destroy it. 

‘** In the night following the abovementioned 30th of July, while 
we were refreshing ourselves in sleep, (after one of the hottest sum- 
mer days we have ever known, on which Fahrenheit’s thermometer 
rose from 70 deg. to 86 deg.) the firing of the guns on board the Har- 
mony awaked and announced to us that she was approaching, and 
had come to an anchor about two miles from us. We immediately 
set out in our small fishing boat, and soon reached the ship, where 
we most cordially welcomed our dear friends Captain Fraser, Brother 
Taylor, the mate, and all on board, and joined them in praising God 
for this happy meeting. All night we were engaged in reading our 
letters and reports from our dear friends in Europe. 

** Your kind letter was read with particular pleasure and edifica- 
tion. We were greatly encouraged by the kind participation you 
feel in our spiritual and temporal welfare, and are truly grateful for 
your prayers and expressions of brotherly love, and the continued 
liberal supply you afford us for our outward subsistence. Every 
thing you sent arrived in perfect safety; and we beg to return our 
cordial thanks to you, and to all who assist you, in providing the 
means, by which you are enabled to maintain this mission. May 
our gracious heavenly Father bless and reward you and them abun 
dantly. 

** We read, with heartfelt sorrow, the account of the serious losses 
eur other missions have sustained by the decease of so many ap- 
proved servants in the Lord’s house, during the year past. But we 
likewise rejoiced, that, by the influence of the Spirit of God, so many 
have been moved to devote themselves willingly to the service of the 
missions, being ready to step into the places rendered vacant, and to 
prove their love to our Saviour, by giving up every other considera- 
tion, and going forth to proclaim salvation to the heathen, that, by 
the power of the word of the Cross. souls may be converted to Jesus, 
and the reward for the travail of His soul be increased in every 
quarter. Would to God that all might hear and believe; for indeed 
a day of salvation seems to be approaching. We adore and praise 
the Lord, and cannot sufficiently express our joy and wonder at the 
great things which He is doing in the earth in this our day, when 
He causes the light of His word to penetrate through the mists of 
darkness, and from the north to the south His saving gospel is pro- 
claimed by many faithful witnesses. And our gratitude is the more 
excited, when we consider, that, even in thesg times of distress He 
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raises up many who gladly and generously lend their aid to the out- 
ward support of this great work. We also desire to thank them for 
the help they afford to us here in Labrador. May they reap the 
reward promised to those who show kindness to the least of His 
Brethren, and out of love to Him cast, if it were but a widow’s mite, 
into the treasury. 

‘* We have again had the favour to experience the kindness and 
liberality of the British and Foreign Bible Society, in presenting us 
with the Revelations of St. John, printed in the Esquimaux language. 
The many tears of joy and gratitude shed by our people here, and 
by so many of all nations throughout the world, for the distribution 
of the Holy Scriptures in their own language, and the many prayers 
for God’s blessing to rest upon them, are indeed in this world al- 
ready, considered by them sufficient enjoyment, but hereafter the 
Lord will grant them an eternal reward of mercy. 

‘* Among our Esquimaux congregation love and harmony prevail- 
ed. The meetings were diligently attended; and during the adminis- 
tration of the Holy Sacraments, we were blessed with a heart-enliven- 
ing sense of the presence of our Lord and Saviour. Young and old 
came diligently to the schools; and even some old widows learnt to 
spell. But on account of the extreme severity of the weather in 
winter, when Fahrenheit’s thermometer fell to even 40 below 0, 
with violent winds and storms of sleet, the children were sometimes 
prevented from leaving their homes. 

‘*The people were not successful in fishing and catching seals, 
and about Christmas several of them suffered hunger. None, how- 
ever, died for want, though, in the more northern placesymany died, 
both of hunger, and of an epidemical disorder, from which, by God’s 
mercy, we were preserved, till in August last, when it began to 
show itself here, and our best chapel servant was seized with it. In 
twelve hours from the first attack he was a corpse. The Lord, 
however, heard our prayers, and spared us and our people. Only 
one more has been seized; and we have hopes of his recovery. 

** About six hundred seals were caught in the nets. One whale 
appeared in our bay. Our people rejoiced in hopes of catching it, 
but having slept here one night, it effected its escapes When the 
distress of the inhabitants for want of food was at the highest, our 
heavenly Father had mercy upon them, and caused a number of 
white fish (a species of whale) to come to the coast; and thus the 
Esquimaux procured a sufficient quantity of provision. 

‘*We have long been desirous of putting up a small house at 
Kangertluksoak, where two missionaries might stay for some time, 
and attend our Esquimaux; as almost half of the congregation en- 
camp there in Spring, to catch seals and fish; but we have not as 
yet found time to undertake the work. 

‘* The immense quantity of snow, which falls every year at Okkak, 
generally employs two Brethren till midsummer, in clearing it away 
from the roofs. It lay this year twenty-four feet deep, and in some 
places still deeper, Most of our buildings were almost buried under 
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it, and we were apprehensive of the roofs being broken down. Some 
of the Esquimaux houses were crushed by its weight; and the peo- 
ple had but just time to effect their escape. The chimney of our 
bake-house was filled; and we had to clear it continually. As the 
dogs ran about on the snow, and over the roofs, there was danger of 
their tumbling into it. Shovelling and cutting away the accumulat- 
ing masses of snow was a laborious task, and caused us a great deal 
ot fatigue from day to day. 

** One Brother was always employed with the garden. But though 
the current business of the settlement gave us all full employ, yet, 
as by the blessing of God we enjoyed health and strength for our 
work, we could finish the building and covering of two houses, and in- 
tend to get the timbers of another ready to carry to Kangertluksoak 
in sledges, during the winter. 

** We also paid a visit to our Esquimaux on the lake called Umiak- 
kovik, which was attended with profit and blessing both to ourselves 
and to our people. 

‘* In our family, as a company of fellow-labourers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, we have experienced much of the grace and mercy of our 
Lord and Saviour. His peace reigned among us, and we were bless- 
ed with health, slight indispositions excepted. Our labour in the 
service of our Esquimaux flock afforded us much cause for joy and 
thankfulness. The congregation consists of 97 communicants; 15 
candidates; 34 baptized adults, not yet communicants, 33 candidates; 
119 baptized children; 52 new people: in all, 350 inhabitants. 

** On the 25th of July, a son of Brother and Sister Kunath was 
born, and called in baptism Frederick Augustus. Brother Herzberg 
goes to Nain, and Brother Koerner will come to us. Commending 
ourselves and our dear Esquimaux to your loving remembrance and 
prayers, we remain your faithful affectionate Brethren, 

GEORGE HERZBERG ADAM KUNATH, 
SAMUEL STUERMAN, FREDERICK KNAUS. 
GEORGE KMOCH, 


Nain, 4ugust 25, 1826. 

** DEAREST BRETHREN—The joyful news of the safe arrival of the 
Harmony at Okkak on the 30th of July, was also accompanied by 
the receipt of your kind letter of May 26th, on the 3d of August, 
late in the evening. Our hearts overflowed with thanks and praise 
to our Almighty God and Saviour, who has again conducted the ship 
in safety through the perils of the sea to our coast. Though our 
bay was free from ice, the accounts received of the immense quan- 
tity of ice on the coast beyond the islands had given us much concern; 
but the Lord heard the fervent prayers we often offered up for the 
protection of the vessel, and delivered her from every danger. 
Blessed be His name for these repeated proofs of His mercy and 


favour ! ° 
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‘¢ On reading your letter, we felt ourselves anew encouraged to 
devote soul and body to the service of that work, which the Lord 
has been pleased to commit unto us, and with cheerfulness to exert 
all our powers, by His enabling grace, that the increase of His king- 
dom may be furthered even by such poor and weak instruments as 
we are. We own ourselves unworthy of the favour of being employ- 
ed as witnesses of His atonement, to proclaim the love of God in 
Christ Jesus, tothe poor fallen race of mankind, and specially to 
make it known to the Esquimaux in this distant land. They them- 
selves confess, that if their teachers were to forsake them, and they 
were left to themselves, they would be apt soon to forget what they 
had learnt, and go astray; but we depend upon His promise that 
even the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church He has 
established; for the Almighty God is their defence, and will protect 
and preserve them. Do not cease, dear Brethren, to commend us in 
prayer unto the Lord, that He would fill our souls with His love, 
make us yet more faithful and diligent in the work committed to us, 
and ever willing to devote all energies of mind and body to do His 
pleasure. 

‘**Our dear fellow-labourer, Brother Koerner, who has faithfully 
served this mission ten years, being called to Okkak, set out on the 
15th of this month in our large boat, the Union, for that place, 
accompanied by our best wishes and prayers. 

‘* March 4th. Our dear Brother and Sister Lundberg had the grief 
to see their infant daughter, Henrietta Amelia, depart this life. 

‘** We have in general enjoyed a good state of health, occasional 
indisposition excepted. Brother Lundberg, however, for some time 
suffered from a low fever, and Brother Koerner met with an accident 
last Spring, his foot being crushed while he was engaged in cutting 
wood; some time after he got a sore hand, but by God’s blessing on 
the means, both Brethren were soon restored to health. Brother 
Glitsch is not quite recovered from a hurt he received 

“ August 16th. We had the satisfaction to see the Harmony come 
to an anchor in our bay, and to bid the captain and mate welcome, 
together with our future fellow-labourer, Brother Herzberg, from 
Okkak. 

“ We return you, dear Brethren, our most cordial thanks for again so 
liberally supplying us with every necessary article for our subsistence. 
May the Lord bless and reward you, and all those kind friends who 
take such an active share in promoting the work of the Lord in the 
world. ‘To the British and Foreign Bible Society, we beg to present 
our best thanks for the most welcome present of the printed book 
of Revelations in the Esquimaux language. We hope, however, 
that we shall not be called upon by our dear people, to explain all 
its contents. Much must, for the present, remain unintelligible to 
them. 

*“As to the spiritual course of our Esquimaux, we have much 
cause for thankfulness for all the proofs of the mercy and grace of 
eur Saviour, which we have perceived among them. Both at the 





486 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM LABRADOR 


celebration of the Holy Communion, the administration of Holy Bap- 
tism, and on all other occasions, when we met in His name, Hé 
fulfilled His gracious promise, and comforted and enlivened their 
and our hearts by His presence. The work of the Holy Spirit m 
their souls is manifest, by their obtaining a clearer insight into the 
lost and helpless state of man by nature, and the necessity of being 
healed and cleansed from sin and unrighteousness by the precious 
blood of Jesus. We cannot, however, say the same of all. Some 
do not watch over their own hearts, and thus give occasion to ‘the 
enemy to lead them into his snares. Of this we had a distressing 
instance in the unfaithful conduct of two of our people, whom we 
were obliged to exclude from the congregation. One of them soon 
repented and returned with tears unto the Lord, for mercy and par- 
don, and we could readmit him to fellowship. The other went with 
his wife and five children to the neighbourhood of Okkak. The 
younger part of our congregation give us good hopes, and we see no 
cause for growing weary of instructing and exhorting them. Their 
walk and cenversation prove that most of them are under the tuition 
of the Holy Spirit. 

** The schools have been kept in regular order, and were well 
attended, and we trust with real benefit to our youth. 

‘* No dangerous epidemical disorder appeared during the year past 
at Nain, and only one child departed this life. If our people by the 
blessing of God are preserved from their destructive national malady ,* 
there is every appearance of an increase of population. Our con- 
gregation has been increased this year by four families from Okkak, 
and the number of inhabitants at Nain is at present 228. Four adults 
and eleven children have been baptized, three persons received into 
the congregation, eight admitted to the Lord’s Supper, and seven to 
the class of candidates. 

‘* The Esquimaux here have experienced no want of provisions, 
though the small quantity of fishes and dried seal’s flesh obtained in 
Autumn, seemed to foretel great scarcity in the ensuing winter; but 
later in the season they caught 600 seals in nets, and also a great 
number of white foxes, which afford them very nutritious food, and 
we joined them in thanks to the Giver of every good gift for this 
bountiful supply. 

‘*The last winter was uncommonly severe, with an immense 
quantity of snow and heavy storms. Fahrenheit’s thermometer sunk 
to $5 degrees below 0. The weather in spring was cold and bois- 
terous, till the middle of July, when summer appeared, and proved 
very hot. The thermometer rose one day to 91 degrees above 0. 
The warmth, however, proved very serviceable to our gardens, from 
which we may expect a good crop. But there is an indifferent pros- 
pect for a supply of codfish for the Esquimaux, none having yet 
found their way to the coast. 


* A disorder of a peculiar kind, attended with violent vomiting and per- 
spiration, which ordinarily carries the patient off wighin twenty four hours. 
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‘* It gives us encouragement to learn, that our dear Brethren ex- 
press their approbation of our attempts to enliven the worship of the 
congregation with singing, accompanied by musical mstruments. It 
has been attended with blessing and edification, which we trust will 
be the case, as long as those employed in this service perform it in 
in humble sense of the value of the favour bestowed upon them, to be 
called to use their talents for the glory of God. 

‘* Having obtained permission to build a new mission-house, we 
have already prepared a quantity of timber for that purpose. Our 
old buildings have been sufficiently repaired, to prevent their falling. 

** All the accounts you have sent us of the progress of the Lord’s 
work both among Christians and Heathen, and particularly the re- 
ports of the success of missions in various parts of the world, have 
given us very great pleasure, and strengthened us in our labours on 
this station. Oh! that the poor Heathen in the north might soon 
see the light of the gospel break forth, and dispel their darkness. 
At present, we can only commend them in prayer to the mercy of 
God, and hope that they may find their way to our settlements, and 
there hear and receive the gospel in faith. 

** We have had no visits from the south, which indeed we do not 
much regret, as no good accrues to our people from them. The 
rude and unmannerly behaviour of the Southlanders is far worse than 
that of the people of the north. 

**On the 20th, our large boat, the Union, returned to us from 
Okkak. She had made the voyage to and fro in six days. 

‘* To conclude, we once more thank you for all the loving care you 
show towards us from year to year, and commending the ship and 
company on their passage home to the protection of God, and our- 
selves and our dear Esquimaux to your prayers and remembrance 
before the throne of grace, we remain ever, in the fellowship of 
Jesus, dearest Brethren, your faithful and affectionate Brethren, 

ZACHARY GLITSCH, Joun LUNDBERG, 
FREDERICK JENSEN MUELLER, Curist. BENEDICT HENN. 


HopeDALE, Sefitembcr 4, 1826. 

** DEAREST BRETHREN—The 8th of August was the glad day, 
when we saw two post kayaks arrive, announcing to us the news of 
the Harmony having reached Okkak on the 50th of July. Praise 
and thanksgiving rose from our hearts to our merciful Heavenly 
Father for this repeated proof of His goodness towards us, in watch- 
ing over and preserving our little vessel on her dangerous passage 
across the ocean. Your kind letter of the 26th of May, received at 
the same time, affords us no small pleasure and encouragement, and 


we felt ourselves truly one with you in Jesus. Receive our warmest 


thanks for your affectionate remembrance of us in your prayers, for 
the care you take to promote our inward and outward prosperity, 
and for the abundant supply of all we want for our subsistence and 
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comfort. May that Lord, who provides you with the means of car- 
ing for this mission, reward you with His choicest blessings. 

‘* We render thanks and praise for the blessing He has laid on 
the Synod of our church, held last year at Herrnhut, and that He, 
as the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, and the Ruler of His 
Church on earth, granted you and all true members of our Unity, to 
feel a renewed conviction, that He will preserve, and lead us as the 
people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand; and that weak as 
we are in ourselves, the enemy, yea the very gates of hell shall not 
prevail against us, as long as we rest upon that only foundation, 
Jesus Christ. For all that He has done for us and our Esquimaux 
flock in the year past, we bless and adore His saving name. ‘Those 
things which appeared heavy and difficult, He made easy and bear- 
able, by giving us repeated proofs of His owning our feeble endea- 
vours to serve His cause, and granting us to perceive, that our 
labour was not in vain. In our own family, we experienced His 
goodness in sickness and in health. Some of us suffered more or less 
from illness. In March, Sister Meisner was taken seriously ill, and 
confined for a considerable time. Sister Stock, after a severe labour, 
was delivered of a son, who, soon after his birth, departed this life. 
From the middle of May to the middle of June, Sister Morhardt lay 
ill with a fever, and oppression on the chest. But the Lord had mercy 
on us, and restored all the patients to health. Amidst all weakness 
and indisposition, we were always strengthened, so as not to be pre- 
vented from doing our daily work. 

** On the 23d of August, Brother Mentzel arrived here from Okkak, 
to enter into the service of this congregation. Our large boat had 
been repaired and made serviceable for such voyages between the 
settlements. God gave His blessing to our labour in externals. We 
finished the repairs of the saw-mill, and proceeded with the building 
of the church so far, that we hope to be able to use it next winter. 

** Last summer, we had unexpectedly two visits from Europeans. 
One on the 15th of August, from a merchant from St. John’s in New- 
foundland, in his own schooner, and on the 6th from three naval 
officers in a two-mast boat. They said that they came to get ac- 
quainted with the mission. The first seemed particularly interested 
in it, and to be in truth, a lover of the cause of Christ. After the 
latter party had left us, a storm, like a hurricane, arose, and made 
us fear that they would be lost; but as a letter sent by the above- 
mentioned merchant, written by Brother Mentzel, has reached you 
in safety, we perceived that our fears were not realized. 

‘* The Esquimaux were not successful in their fishery last Autumn, 
and consequently several of them suffered so much for want of winter 
provision, that we found it necessary to come to their assistance. It 
was well, that by God’s providence they got afterwards a supply of 
meat, by hunting rein-deer, and taking a great many foxes in traps. 
They much relish the flesh of foxes. From January to May, they 
got ninety-five rein-deer. We might quote many instances of such 
unexpected relief, for which they and we feel truly thankful to our 
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heavenly Father. They are proofs, that He cares for His children, 
hears theit cry in distress, and sends help in His own appointed time. 

‘« In regard to the spiritual course of our Esquimaux congregation, 
we may declare with gratitude and joy, that the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ has prevailed among them, and the work of the Holy 
Spirit has continued powerfully to manifest itself in their growth in 
His love and knowledge. He accompanied the preaching of the 
word of His cross with power and demonstration of His Spirit. The 
celebration of the festival seasons in the Christian Church, and espe- 
cially of the Holy Sacraments, were times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. We thank Him that we may say with truth, 
that the greater number of our congregation are sincerely intent upon 
making their calling and election sure, and that most of our young 
people are willing to be instructed, and have open ears for the things 
that belong to their peace. They have diligently attended the schools, 
and by learning texts of scripture and hymns, they treasure up in 
their memories a portion of knowledge, which both now and hereafter 
will be of infinite value to them. We frequently hear remarks made 
by them, which prove that the word of God, by the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, makes a deep and salutary impression upon their souls 

‘* This brings to our most grateful remembrance the great favour 
bestowed upon them and us by the venerable British and Foreign 
Bible Society of London. By this institution, which is truly a plant 
of God’s own planting, the whole of the New Testament is now 
given to our Esquimaux, printed in their own language, which the 
Revelation of St. John, sent to us this year, has rendered complete. 
We beg you to present to this highly respected Society the warmest 
thanks, in our and our people’s name: they can never cease being 
repeated, as we are continually reminded of their kindness, by wit- 
nessing the blessed fruits of their gift. 

‘** In our liturgy and other solemn services of the church, we are 
now assisted by the accompaniment of violins, which several Es- 
quimaux brethren have learnt to play, and by frequent practice 
acquire more perfection. We thank you for the anthems you have 
sent; our people have learnt to play and sing nineteen different 
pieces. The several divisions of the congregation have reaped much 
benefit by being instructed, in separate meetings, from the word of 
God, how to conduct themselves in their different states, so as to 
walk worthy of their high and heavenly calling, as faithful followers 
of Christ. By communicating to our people accounts from our con- 
gregations in Europe and from missionary stations in various parts of 
the world, much participation and interest in the work of God on 
earth has been excited among them; and they feel that fellowship of 
spirit which binds together all the children of God. The Lord hath 
done great things for us. His mercies were every morning new: 
and what shall we render unto Him? we are not worthy of the least 
of all His-mercies, and of all His truth. But we may confidently 
trust to Him, that He will bestow upon us and our dear people yet 
more blessing and favour in time to come. Since the departure of 

VoL. 11. 62 
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the ship last year, nine children and tWo adults have been baptized; 
two received into the congregation; six made partakers of the Holy 
Communion; five added te the candidates: five children and eight 
adults departed this life. The number of inhabitants at Hopedale is 
188, among whom 65 are communicants. 

** The accounts received of the success, which by the grace and 
blessing of our Saviour continues to attend all the missions of our 
church, and the help afforded them in their external support by so 
many children of God in various denominations, fill us with gratitude 
and wonder. Daily do we pray, that that reward may be their por- 
tion, which He has promised to His good and faithful servants in the 
mansions of eternal bliss. The decease of that worthy and benevo- 
lent friend of our missions, Mr. J. George Lockett, Treasurer of the 
London Association, we sincerely lament. He was an active promo- 
ter of several institutions established for the welfare of mankind, in 
which his services will be missed; but he is gone to receive an eter- 
nal reward in the presence of God. 

August 28th. ‘The Harmony entered our bay, after an agreeable 
voyage of two days, from Nain. We welcomed the captain and 
mate, and all on board, with great joy, and likewise Brother Muel- 
ler and his wife, who came to us on a visit, and intend to stay some 
time with us, to assist in concerns of this settlement. 

‘* As our dear Brother, Samuel Meisner, with his wife and daugh- 
ter, Justina, and the single Brother, John Christopher Beck, avail 
themselves of this opportunity to go, as invited, on a visit to Europe, 
we recommend them to your kind care and best services. Brother 
Meisner has faithfully served the Labrador mission, both here and 
at Okkak, for twenty-eight, and Sister Meisner for twenty-two, 
years. We fervently pray, that Sister Meisner may regain her 
health, and these our dear fellow-labourers by the Lord’s mercy, 
be strengthened anew for future service in their important calling. 
Brother Beck has been nine years an assistant in the mission at 
Nain. Commending the ship and company to the protection of 
our gracious God and Saviour, whom wind and waves obey, and our- 
selves and our dear Esquimaux flock to your love and prayers, we 
remain ever, in the fellowship of Jesus, your faithful and affectionate 
Brethren. 

Joun Lewis Morwarpt, Joun CuRistiIan BEck, 
Joun SAMUEL MEIsNER, JonaTHAN MENTZEL. 
Joun PETER Stock, 


N. B.—The Harmony sailed from London on the first of June, and arrived 
at Okkak on the 30th of July. Her passage, through the unusual quantity 
of floating ice on the coast, which stretched out to sea for three or four hun- 
dred miles, was more tedious and dangerous than in former years; but the 
voyages she made between the settlements were short and pleasant: On 
the 8th of October she arrived in London. 
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Extracts of letters from some of the Brethren’s Missionaries in La- 
brador to the Secretary. 


** Narn, 1826. 
‘*My Dear BrotTHER—I still remember, with gratitude, all the 


kindness shown to me in passing through London thirty-two years 
ago; and when I consider the leading of our Lord with me since 
that period, I thank Him, in an humble sense of my demerit, that He 
has favoured me to be such a long time among the Heathen, to serve 
them with the gospel. 

‘* The mission in Labrador proceeds in blessing: the three Esqui- 
maux congregations are built up in the fear of the Lord, growing in 
grace, and in the knowledge and love of our Saviour. They also in- 
crease in number. 

‘*TIn externals, our gracious heavenly Father has given them this 
year also a sufficiency; and though at Okkak and Hopedale they had 
only a scanty supply, yet they did not suffer from famine. F.J.M. 


‘* Both my wife and myself are here very happy and contented. 
We value our call to serve the dear Esquimaux congregation in this 
place, for which indeed we feel ourselves insufficient; but it pleases 
the Lord to make use of weak and imperfect instruments; and He 
has patience also with us. 

‘“*T wish to give you some account of a journey we made ina 
sledge from hence to Okkak. The cold was 18 degrees below Fah- 
renheit’s 0, with storm and sleet. I have sent you a model of the 
sledge, with the leather tent fixed upon it. 

** March 7th. We set out from Nain, drawn by twenty-two dogs, 
driven by two Esquimaux. Another sledge accompanied us. My 
wife sat within the tent, and I was posted behind upon a box, con- 
taining meat for the dogs, well clothed with seal and rein-deer skins, 
We found our first night’s lodging in an old Esquimaux winter house, 
at one of the places were they fish with nets. The house was full 
of dead seals; however, they where thrown together, to make room 
for my wife and me to lie down in our sleeping-bags.* I then pro- 
ceeded to order Simeon to be cook, and gave to every one his work. 
One was to feed the dogs, another to unpack the sledge. For our- 
selves, I ordered a supper of vermicelli, and for our men; peas; they 
had been boiled at Nain, and were brought in a sack. 


* An Esquimaux travelling bed consists of a large bag of rein-deer skin, 
with the hair turned inward, covered with seal skin, the hair turned ou' wards, 
{t is furnished with a broad flap to cover the mouth, and a strap to fasten 
down the flap. ‘This bag comprehends the whole apparatus and furniture of 
an Esquimaux bed-room. Having undressed, the traveller creeps into it, 
and a kind neighbour having shut him close by fastening the strap, he leaves 
him to sleep on till morning, when he helps him out again. In summer, the 
flap is dispensed with. The invention, however, is of European origin, and 
a luxury introduced by the Missionaries; for an Esquimaux lies down in his 
clothes, without any further preparation.—Journal of a Vovage to Ungava 
bay, p. 34 
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‘* After our evening prayers, my wife, with difficulty, got into her 
bag; I then found a place next to the mountain of dead seals. The 
men lay any where upon them. 

‘On the 8th, in the morning early, putting my head out of the 
bag, I gave orders to our cook to boil coffee for us, and oatmeal 
porridge for our men. After morning prayers, we set out, on an 
excellent smooth track, till half an hour after 8 o’clock, when we 
discovered, with great alarm, that over the mountains of Kiglapeit, 
the track was filled with irregular masses of ice, like towers, some 
higher, and some lower. We almost despaired of getting through 
them. Under the mountain the weather grew warm and still; and 
we sent the smaller sledge forward to find a road through the masses 
of ice. I could never have conceived that such vehicles and roads 
could exist, till I now saw them. We got on very slowly, as the 
dogs seemed disposed, some to go one, and others another way, round 
the ice masses. The consequence was, that they got entangled in 
their traces, some of which are eight yards long, and we had often 
to stop to disengage them. The motion of the sledge was likewise 
so violent by the roughness of the ice, that my feet became very un- 
easy. At3 P.M. we had passed the mountain, and about half past 
six took up our night’s lodging in a cavern, dark and dismal in ap- 
pearance, but to us a welcome retreat. 

** On the 9th, we met with good roads, and arrived without acci- 


°o 


dent, at Okkak, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, where we enjoyed the 
fellowship of our Brethren and Sisters with thankful hearts, till the 
16th, when we returned to Nain. The weather was excessively 
boisterous; but the Lord brought us safe to our home. C. B. H. 


“« Pray do not omit to give the thanks of our Esquimaux, as well 
as of us all, to the British and Foreign Bible Society, for that most 
valuable present, the Book of Revelations, printed in the Esquimaux 
language, and to those who have assisted in the revision. I rejoice 
that we have now the whole New Testament in this language, and 
many of the Esquimaux have related to me, how much the reading 
of it in their tents, during their absence from us, has proved a bless- 
ing to them. 

‘* It is impossible not to love the Esquimaux, with all their fail 
ings and imperfections; and it does our hearts good, to speak with 
them of the wonders of the Lord’s mercy, which have been ex- 
perienced by them. The last winter was excessively cold, and the 
continual storms and snow put them to many a shift in procuring 
sustenance. But God blessed their attempts to catch seals with nets; 
and when, after Easter, they were suffering much hunger, he pro- 
vided a new resource, by the discovery of a lake in Tessinjaksoak, 
where there was an abundant supply of salmon-trout, and all whe 
could go a fishing, caught plenty. Behe. 


Oxxak, 1826. 
** We feel very grateful, that our petition in behalf of the widows 
and orphans has produced so much kind partigjpation. My wife and 
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Sister K. distribute the gifts sent with care and impartiality. Many 
prayers for blessing on the noble benefactors will ascend from their 
hearts; and I beg in their name to present their and our most cor- 
dial thanks to all who have taken share in this relief. 

‘*We have a great many widows and orphans, who have no 
hroviders (husbands or sons;) and as our numbers increase, this class 
increases also. I believe, that the number of our inhabitants has 
reached its full limit. I think that a great many Esquimaux from 
the north are in a state of preparation, and desire to hear the gospel. 
Four boats full of them came to us this summer; and we did not fail 
to press upon them the necessity of conversion, if they would save 
their souls from destruction. In many I discovered great attention 
and thoughtfulness; but most of them were prepared with excuses, 
why they could not, just now, be converted. Several declared, that 
after they had obtained this and the other object of their wishes they 
would then turn to the Lord. 

** As some years ago, Ungava-bay, and the country about the river 
Koksoak, were objects of our serious consideration, it may be in- 
teresting to you to hear something about them. During the winter 
between 1524 and 1825, great mortality prevailed there; three boats 
full of people, (ten at an average being reckoned to a boat,) were 
taken ill and died. The rest of the inhabitants immediately fied 
from the place, that is, all those who were not already seized, and 
could still escape. 


Whoever was taken ill at night, was dead in the 
morning; 


we were told, that all the sick crept into one tent, and 
there breathed their last. Their bodies lay unburied, and were 


devoured by dogs. Among the dead was Utakkiyok, the trusty 


conductor of the Brethren Kohlmeister and Kmoch, in 1811. Several 
of those who escaped, came hither, but they all intended to return 
to that country. Ss. S. 


‘* HOPEDALE. 
‘* Being appointed both school-master and music-director, (as there 
is no better,) I have enough to do, both with my pen and my schools, 


but it is a pleasure to me to serve the youth. I wish we had more 


violins, and a violincello, as likewise a larger assortment of strings; 
for I perceive, that it is well worth while to teach the Esquimaux 
music, and our labour is not in vain. The most difficult part is keep- 
ing time, and that seems to puzzle them exceedingly. When, seven 
years ago, I made a beginning to teach two young Esquimaux the 


violin, one of them grew so peevish about keeping time, that he de- 


clared, that it was impossible to learn it; but he is now one of my best 
scholars. 


** As to the translation of parts of the Old Testament, I wish it 
could be accomplished. I am willing to do what I can, looking to 
the Lord for help ‘The Psalms are translated, and are now under- 
going revision, the MS. being sent to each place for thut purpose. I 
‘cannot sufficiently describe what a rich treasure has been bestowed 


upon our Esquimaux by giving them the New Testament in thei 
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own language. If to this might be added parts of the Old Testament, 
it would be productive of great blessing; and by the enlightening of 
the Holy Spirit, the beautiful harmony between the Old and New 
Testament would be made clear tothem. In my frequent conversa- 
tions with our Esquimaux, I have found, that they delight to speak 
of the different histories of the Old Testament, such as that of the 
Deluge, the offering of Isaac, the passage of the Israelites, through 
the Red Sea, &c. &c. This gives an opportunity of explaining. I 
cannot help quoting a simple question, put to me by an Esquimaux, 
who, being very desirous to see the inside of my watch, was quite 
overwhelmed with astonishment, when he beheld its complicated 
machinery. He asked, whether Jesus could possibly make a watch? 
I explained to him, that all ability and dexterity given to man pro- 
ceeded from His divine power and grace. L. M. 


GREENLASD. 


Extracts of letters from Brother J. H. KLEINscHMIDT. 


** FREDERICKSTHAL, June 18, 1826. 
‘* Dear BrotHeER—On the 14th of this month I received your 
kind letter of February 12th, and return you my hearty thanks for 


it. I am only sorry that my answer must be brief; for in the short 
summer season here, every day is occupied with such work, as can 
only be done in summer; and I must therefore refer you to our diaries, 
which I hope will be sent to you as soon as possible. In them 
you will find sufficient cause to join us in praise and thanksgiving to 
our merciful and faithful Saviour, for all the grace and favour He 
has bestowed upon us in this place, during the year past. He has 
carried forward His own work, of which we have been grateful 
spectators. I shall praise Him to all eternity, for what He has done 
here at Fredericksthal. It is his own building. Some think we 
have made too quick work of it; but I trust the Lord will set His 
seal to all that has been done, and that it is of His mercy that the 
poor people in this country, who long ago begged to have teachers 
residing among them, and to be united by faith and baptism to the 
Christian Church, have at length obtained their wish. Were I to 
describe to you all the circumstances attending the rise and progress 
of this settlement, the difficulties and objections raised against the 
whole plan, and the means, by which it pleased the Lord, contrary 
to the wish and expectations of many, to remove all obstructions, 
and to forward its execution, you would join me in exalting and ador- 
ing Him for His mercy towards these poor people. 

‘‘ During the last winter, fifty-one heathen have been baptized, 
and twenty-one persons admitted to the Lord’s supper. Several 
heathen families have requested permission to live here. We com- 
mend all these dear people to the care and guidance of the Lord 
and His Spirit. He has promised, that H¢ Himself will seek out, 
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tend and feed His flock; and we praise and bless Him for all He has 
done here, in performing this gracious promise. In externals, also, 
our heavenly Father has cared for our Greenlanders. They have 
been sufficiently successful in fishing and catching seals and eider- 
ducks, and an immense number of sea-fowl. 

‘* The last winter was not quite so stormy as the preceding one; 
but the severity of the cold was great and lasting. This we ex- 
perienced very unpleasantly in our house, which is built of sods, 
and perhaps we shall be obliged to hold out another winter in it. 
Our block-house, put up before the last winter, but damaged by a 
violent storm, will now be transferred to another and a safer situa- 
tion. 

‘* It has pleased the Lord to preserve us hitherto in health and 
peace, for which we cannot sufficiently express our thanks. Brother 
Baus, who lived with us here last winter, writes to me, ‘‘ I consider 
it next to a miracle, that your dear wife enjoys her health at Fre- 
dericksthal, living in that wretched house; but the Lord can work 
wonders; and He does it for the sake of His poor Greenland flock, 
knowing that for the present they cannot be deprived of your ser- 
vices.” However, notwithstanding this opinion, I have requested 
that, if possible, another Brother may be appointed to this station. 

‘* We have the pleasure to see our dear children well cared for; 
three are yet at school, two employed as teachers; and you will re- 
joice with us, that our Louisa is coming to this country in the service 
of the mission. I think it is the right place for her; for I know, that 
she possesses a true spirit of devotedness to the cause, originating in 
fervent love to our Saviour, and to the Greenland nation. She has 
likewise still retained some knowledge of the language. 

‘* We hear, that we may expect a parcel from England, and hope 
to receive it in due time; for though it is long before things destined 
for this place arrive, yet we have reason to be thankful, that nothing 
has been lost. As the ship sent to the southern stations is but a 
small one, and must convey goods to four places, Julianenhaab, Lich- 
tenau, Nennortalik, and Fredericksthal, she could not bring the frame 
of our new church this year; but we are promised, that a larger ves- 
sel shall be sent next year. As soon as we can get into our new 
block-house, we mean to convert the whole of our former dwelling 
into a temporary place of worship, and must make shift, as well as we 
can. Remember us in your prayers, and salute your Society for the 
Furtherance of the Gospel, and all our Brethren, and Sisters, and 
friends, most cordially from all of us. I am, and remain ever, &c. 
&e. J. C. KLEINSCHMIDT.” 


From Brother MicHaEt EBERLE. 


“ LICHTENAU, June 18, 1826. 
** Dear BrorHER—You have again afforded me great pleasure by 
your letter of the 13th of February, which I received by the arrival 
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of the ship annually bound to this colony. I have to thank my dear 
Brother Gorcke for the pleasant correspondence | have thus been 
favoured with. You can have no idea of the joy we experience, 


when such encouraging letters arrive from Europe, in a country 
where perpetual snow covers the mountains, and dreariness the 
plains. You remark on our ‘‘ going to fetch wood.” By wood we 
mean bushes, which we pull up by the roots, the root being the best 
part of them; then we chop them small, that more may go into a 
woman’s boat. There are no trees here: it is all short thickets; and 
we should be glad if there was only enough of that; but little is left, 
and in this country drift-wood is scarce, and hardly sufficient for the 
Greenlanders’ use, to make their tools and implements. We wish, 
therefore, if possible, to obtain a quantity of coals. 

‘* The more I read of the progress of the kingdom of God on earth, 
the more respect and love I feel for your dear countrymen: for among 
what nation do we find so many who are willing to serve that blessed 
cause! Their praise is great in the churches, but their reward will 
be in heaven. May the Lord p- serve to them this heavenly mind, 
till the earth is full of His knowledge. 

* In Fredericksthal, a terrible south-storm, which happened last 
November, blew the fraine of the new house out of the perpendicu- 
Jar; and it probably would have been blown to pieces, and carried 
into the sea, if it had not immediately been supported by strong 
shores. 

* Finding the place too much exposed to the weather, the Brethren 
resolved to take it down, and to rebuild it on the other side of the 
brook, in a more sheltered situation. “The Greenlanders are pleased 
with the change, as it brings the missionaries nearer to their dwel- 
lings 

‘* In our congregation here at Lichtenau, I am sorry to say, that 
the same epidemical disease, which prevailed last year, raged again 
in such a manner, that few escaped, especially at the out-places; 
about fifty of our brethren and sisters departed this life, rejoicing in 
the hope of being with the Lord for ever. Among these were 
several, whose recovery, according to human appearance, was ne- 
cessary for the maintenance of their families. The happy state of 
their minds proved a great comfort to their mourning relatives. 

** Last Autumn, three heathen families arrived with us, declaring 
their intention to be converted to Jesus. They have proved, by 
word and deed, that their professions were sincere, and that they 
are under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Eleven adults and two 
children from among the heathen have been added to the Church of 
Christ by Holy Baptism, three were received into the congregation, 
and sixteen admitted to the Holy Communion. Six couple were 
married. At the close of the year 1825, the number of inhabitants 
at Lichtenau amounted to 670 among whom 69 were yet unbaptized. 
Though there are some among this number, in whom we wish to see 
moré of the divine life, we may truly say of most of them, that we 
rejoice over their growth in grace. Their omy desire is to love our 
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Saviour, and obey His commandments. The word of the cross is to 
them the power and the wisdom of God; and if we would preach any 
other gospel to them, we might expect that they would serve us, as 
they did a preacher who some time ago addressed them in the way 
of the new enlightening. ‘| hey exclaimed aloud, ‘‘ Pedlesse sillzero- 
tillerkauk,” which means, ‘‘ The priest is going to lose his senses.” 
The more simply we speak to them of the love of our Saviour, and 
of His sufferings and death for us, the more attentive they are, and 
the more enjoyment they have for their heart. 

‘* The last winter was uncommonly severe, and of long duration. 
Already, in the middle of October, the sea was completely frozen. 
Violent storms, however, broke up the ice; and the Greenlanders 
were able to go in their kayaks in quest of provisions. By God’s 
mercy they were successful; and besides suffering no want them, 
selves, they could sell a considerable proportion of blubber to the 
factory. The severity of the weather lasted without abatement till 
the middle of May; and it still freezes every night, so that we expect 
but a poor crop from our gardens. 

** By the ship, I received a call to go to Lichtenfels, which I 
accepted with great joy, having a particular affection for that con- 
gregation. ‘The voyage is tedious, but we submit to it with cheer- 
fulness. 

‘* We have heard but little of the Synod, and of other occurrences 


in Europe. Our letters refer us to diaries and other papers, which 
are still on board. With cordial salutations from all my fellow- 
labourers and my wife to yourself and family, and commending this 
mission to the continued loving remembrance and prayers of our 
Brethren and friends in Great Britain, I remain your, affectionate 


Brother. MICHAEL EBERLE.” 


From Brother Joun K@ceE.. 


** LICHTENFELS, June 30, 1826. 

“ My Dear Brotuer—The cordial participartion felt in England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, in the work of the missions carried on by the 
Brethren’s church, renders it impossible to remain silent, and not to 
venture to write this my first letter to you. <A present having been 
sent by Brother Ramftler, in money contributed by some friends in 
England, with directions to lay it out at Copenhagen in various arti- 
cles for the use of our Greenlanders, we have also received our share 
of the bounty. We likewise received a parcel of cloth, with an 
English address, without any letter accompanying it. We suppose 
that it is a present from our old friends and benefactors in Edinburgh, 
and most likely from our dear friend Miss Mary A. When Brother 
Gorcke left this country, he advised me to write to you, which I do 
the more readily, as there is no other letter going from this place to 
England. Brother Grillich goes to New Herrnhut, and Brother 
Eberle succeeds him. 

Von, 1. 63 
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‘* T request you to present our best thanks to Brother Ramftler, 
and to those who contributed to the above present, and likewise to 
our dear friends at Edinburgh, in which our whole congregation join. 
I was born at Bonnenheim, near Stuttgard, the birth-place of Brother 
Christian Henn, in Labrador. You may remember my name, men- 
tioned in a letterfrom Brother Lehman, written onthe 28th April, 1824, 
near Staatenhuk. I was on board with him in that terrible storm, 
when all the boats and sails were swept from off the deck. Provi- 
dentially, no lives were lost. In that dreadful state of distress, we 
were met by an English whaler, commanded by Captain White, of 
Aberdeen, in Scotland, who with great humanity gave us one of his 
large boats. ‘The same boat was brought hither this year, and will 
stay in the colony. As often as I shall see her, my heart will be 
filled with gratitude to God for the help then experienced; and I 
shall always remember, with thanks, that proof of British generosity. 
Though you may not recollect me, I had the pleasure of conversing 
with you and your son, at Nisky, in 1822. Brother Gorcke hoped 
to have had the same pleasure, but at the time he had expected to 
be at Copenhagen the ship remained here, blockaded by the ice in 
our harbour. 

‘** The congregation here at Lichtenfels mourn over the return to 
Europe of this dear Brother, and I have likewise lost a father in him. : 
His knowledge of the Greenland language was such, that the Green- 
landers themselves declared that no European had ever understood 
or spoken it so correctly, and knew so well how to apply their words 
and peculiar phraseology. But his wife’s dangerous illness required it. 

** We shall be very glad to receive Brother Eberle. 

‘“*The winter was this year severe, but not remarkably cold; 
Reaumur’s thermometer never fell lower than 223 below 0; but the 
cold was incessant, and an immense quantity of snow fell after Eas- 
ter. Not till the 24th of this month could we dig our gardens. The 
Greenlanders have not suffered want; and when at times provisions 
were getting scarce, our heavenly Father gave them a new supply. 
No sickness of any consequence prevailed, and but few departed this 
life. One man was lost in his kayak. 

** I beg you to salute from me our dear friend the Rev. Dr. Stein- 
kopf. We have been this winter reading his printed sermons with 
great edification, and I have felt such a love for him, that I hope he 
will not take it amiss of one of his countrymen, that I beg to thank 
him in the most affectionate manner. I remain, &c. 


JOHN KCEGEL.” 


From Brother Joun LEHMAN. 


**New Herrnuvt, July 14, 1826. 
** Your affectionate letter of February 14th I received with great, 
joy and gratitude, on June 22d. It affords peculiar encouragement 
to me and my fellow-labourers to receive from Brethren in Burope, 
* 
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who have been so long employed in promoting the important cause 
which we have the favour to serve, such proofs of their love and 
participation. Every line is valuable in this dreary and cold corner 
of the north. 

‘* During the last year we have experienced manifest proofs of the 
favour, protection, and government of our Lord in this congregation. 
This I can likewise testify, as far as I am concerned; for, from cir- 
cumstances, I was the only missionary in this place who was acquaint- 
ed with the Greenland language This caused me to pray daily, 
that the Lord would preserve to me health and strength. for my 
labours. My wife was for some time in a precarious state, parti- 
cularly after the birth of our infant son; but the Lord approved Him- 
self as our faithful physician. For upwards of four weeks she was 
confined to her bed, without any medical assistance, not one medical 
person living in this neighbourhood. Meanwhile, 1 had to care for 
the whole of the Greenland congregation, consisting of 370 persons, 
as well as for our house-keeping. But it pleased the Lord to give 
me health, and to strengthen me for all my work. Throughout the 
whole of last winter, peace, love, and joy ruled in the congregation. 
In spring, the Greenland Brethren, as usual, dispersed, and went to 
their out-places. They were scarcely gone, when it pleased the 
Lord to afflict me with a gouty complaint in both feet, which kept 
me confined to my bed for several weeks, and is not yet quite re- 
lieved. It was accompanied by swelling and erysipelas, and I can 
just creep about; but the mercy of our gracious heavenly father never 
fails, and He will help me in future. 

‘* During the last season, the Lord has approved Himself, in a 
peculiar manner, the Shepherd of His flock to this congregation. 
Our people grow in grace, and in the love and knowledge of their 
Saviour. Twenty-eight have been admitted to the Lord’s Supper, 
or received into the congregation. ‘The joy we experienced in be- 
holding this work of the Lord and His Spirit in the hearts of our 
people, the love and confidence we enjoy, and their Christian walk 
and conversation, make this dreary and frozen region a paradise to 
our souls. We do not feel the privations, to which persons living in 
this country must necessarily submit; our solitary dwellings appear 
places of rest in the Lord; and the rough and piercing cold of the 
climate does not chill the warmth of our affections. 

** Yet I cannot deny, that this same intense cold begins to affect 
my body, and after so many years’ abode in this country, I am fre- 
quently troubled with rheumatism. If the noble-minded friends of the 
cause of Christ in England and Scotland, to whom the Lord has given 
the means, knew how much we are likely to suffer from the increasing 
want of fuel in this country, I think they would contrive to send some 
coals to the missionary stations on this coast, by some of the English 
whalers, which annually visit it. Very little drift-wood has been 
found this year; we have as yet seen none; we therefore intend to 
make a voyage into Ball’s river to seek brush-wood, though we do 
not yet know where to find it. 
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‘* We return to our dear friends in England cordial thanks for a 
parcel of Manchester goods and baize, sent for the European Brethren 
and Sisters, which have been distributed in the four places, and are 
a most welcome present. 

‘* We recommend ourselves and this mission to your faithful re- 
membrance and prayers. I remain, &c. JOHN LEHMAN.” 


WEST INDIES. 
JAMAICA. 
Extract of a letter from Brother James Licar. 


‘*Irwin, September 1, 1826. 

*“*My Dear Brotuer—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the 
receipt of your welcome letter of the 10th June; by the same mail, 
one likewise came to hand from T. Kirkpatrick Hall, Esq. The 
contents of both rejoiced my heart; since they encourage me to hope 
that the object which I have had in view for so many years, of hav- 
ing a chapel and missionary-house erected at, or near Irwin, will at 
length be carried into effect. On the receipt of Mr. Hall’s letter, 
G. Gordon. Esq. attorney for the properties, lost no time in forward- 
ing the business, as requested. The plot of ground, already marked 
out, containing five acres and a half, has been regularly surveyed, 
the conveyance has been drawn, and will be forwarded for signature, 
&c. by the present packet. When the building is once commenced, 
our negroes will, | am sure, throw in their mites, and a few friends 
and well-wishers to the cause in this neighbourhood will, I hope, 
likewise lend a helping hand, when they see us in earnest in the 
work. We must, however, depend principally upon the benevolent 
support of our friends in England, who have already shown their 
zeal for the conversion of the negro race, by raising a fund for the 
support and extension of our mission in the West Indies. Nor dol 
doubt, that many will be found to subscribe as liberally towards the 
proposed establishment at Irwin, as they have done to that at Hope- 
ton. Both will, I trust, be equally profitable to the surrounding 
negro population. Pray for us, dear Brother, that the work of the 
Lord may have free course and be glorified in the conversion of many 
souls; and that a house of prayer and praise may be erected on the 
hill of Irwin, of which it may be said with truth, this and that man 
was born there, and the Most High hath established it. Yn regard to 
the estates of our honoured friends the Messrs. Halls, whose gene- 
rous care for us hitherto, and more than fulfiment of their engage- 
ments, demand our grateful acknowledgments, and the continuance 
of our best services, I am happy to be able to state, that the negroes 
belonging to them will have the same attention betowed upon them 
by the resident missionary, which they have already enjoyed. The 
people at Irwin will have about a quarter of an hour’s easy walk to 
the chapel, and those at Worcester and Williamsfield be so much 
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nearer; and with respect to the negroes from other estates, there 
will be less reluctance or timidity on their part in visiting us, when 
we have a place of our own. Meanwhile, | can with thankfulness 
declare, that the work of the Lord is proceeding in this quarter of 
the Island. The number of stated hearers is on the increase, and 
we perceive a more eager desire after the word of truth. Our even- 
ing services, in the week, have been remarkably well attended, since 
the close of the sugar-harvest; and on prayer and communion Sun- 
days, our house is well filled. On the last communion Sunday, 
August 13th, it was crowded, and the solemnities of the day were 
abundantly blessed to ourselves, and our dear flock. 

‘* Part of the last week in July, we spent with our kind friends at 
Hopeton and its vicinity. The following Sunday, we were guests at 
the house of our worthy friend Mr. Coke, at Paynestown, where I 
officiated to crowded auditories, both in the morning and afternoon. 
At the morning service, about three hundred negroes attended, and 
behaved with much seriousness and devotion. We likewise spoke 
with several individuals concerning the state of their souls, much to 
our encouragement. How glad should we be to see a chapel erected 
in this promising neighbourhood. 

** During our stay, we had the joy to see our dear Brother Ellis 
and his wife arrive, and to take counsel together about the work 
conimitted to us, in true brotherly love and union of spirit. On our 
return, we encountered a violent rain, the consequences of which to 
myself were very unpleasant, as I had to suffer for many days from 
inflammation in the eyes. I am now much better, though not as well 
as I could wish. The Lord, however, has been very gracious to me 
and mine. Our dear adopted son, Herman A. Berger,* is well, with 
the exception of a slight cold; he is a lively, affectionate child, and 
gives us much pleasure. 

** On the 18th of last month we experienced a smart shock of an 
earthquake, which continued for several seconds. These are indeed 
serious moments to us all, as none can tell what may follow. The 
earth itself feels, as it were, shaken to its very foundation, reeling to 
and fro, like a staggering man. I happened to be in a situation, 
where I could perceive the undulatory motion, previous to the shock 
which followed; and the effect was awfully grand. 

**T heard from Hopeton last week, where our friends were expect- 
ing Brother and Sister Timzus to arrive, and to stay over the Sun- 
day. Brother Pfeiffer and his wife I have not yet seen; the distance 
is too great to allow of frequent visits between this place and Fair- 
field; meanwhile, we must be satisfied to carry on a friendly corres- 
pondence. ‘That the Lord may bless these our new fellow-labourers 
is our earnest prayer. I am ever, &c. JAMES LIGHT.” 


* The orphan child of the late Brother Berger, who departed this life, 
about a year ago, and was soon followed by his widow into eternal rest 
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From Brother Joun Evuis. 


‘* FAIRFIELD, July 17, 1826. 

**Dear BrotuEr—In my last, I mentioned the safe arrival of 
Brother Pfeiffer and his wife, and the well-being of our whole mis- 
sionary family. I rejoice to say, that the Lord has continued to us 
all the blessing of health, and the enjoyment of mutual love and 
confidence. Brother Pfeiffer has made some progress in the language, 
but finds it difficult to understand the broken English of the negroes, 
which is not to be wondered at, as an Englishman, for some months 
after his arrival, cannot make out all they say. 

‘* Sister Pfeiffer, whose residence of a year in England, has enabled 
her to make great proficiency, has already begun to take share in the 
instruction of the children and the female negroes. 

** During the past week, we have been engaged in speaking with 
the communicant members of the northern division of our congrega- 
tion. Having previously inquired of our assistants, who have an op- 
portunity of observing the conduct of the negroes when at work and at 
their respective homes, and been assured by them, that, with the 
exception of one individual, who had offended against his fellow- 
servant, and was unwilling to ask his forgiveness, they were walking 
worthy of the gospel, we felt no hesitation to admit them to the par- 
ticipation of the Lord’s Supper. We were indeed greatly edified and 
encouraged by the declarations of most of those with whom we con- 
versed, which were to the following effect: that when they contem- 
plated our Saviour’s great love to sinners, in becoming surety for us, 
and taking our punishment upon Himself, and in calling us to partake 
of the blessings He has purchased by His blood, they found their 
desire increased to love Him more, to know His mind better, and to 
become more obedient to His commandments; and likewise to miss 
no opportunity of celebrating with the congregation a feast, kept in 
memory of our dying Lord. On this occasion, one hundred and 
eighty-five communicants were assembled together. Those belong- 
ing to the South division are rather more numerous. 

** About three weeks ago Brother Timzus accompanied me on a 
visit to Hopeton, with a view to expedite the progress of the build- 
ngs there. We were much pleased with an excellent road, which 
Mr. S. has made, leading from the highway to the summit of the hill, 
on which our new church and dwelling-house are to stand. Though 
the elevation of the hill is considerable, the inclination of the road is 
so gradual, that the building materials may be conveyed with toler- 
able ease. From the building already erected, this place has obtain- 
ed the name of Chapel-Hill. 

** I lately received a letter from Mr. L., the attorney.of Sir H. F., 
on the subject of forming a settlement on, or near Sir H.’s estate, 
Perrins, in the parish of Vere, and intend to visit that place shortly 
after.my return from New Eden and Hopeton, whither 1 must pro- 
ceed towards the end of this week. For the present, we have 
arranged with Brother Light to pay a Vigit at Hopeton every four 
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weeks, he taking his turn with Brother Timzus and myself. That 
Brother Light’s health is such as to permit him to undertake these 
journies, is a matter of thankfulness to us all. I received a letter 
from him yesterday, of which the following is a short extract:— 
‘¢ Accept our cordial thanks for the continuance of your kind parti- 
cipation in our weal and wo. 


Our trials are but few, while our mer- 
cies are many and great. 


The Lord be praised, | am able to proceed 
with my official labours, and enjoy a degree of health, and freedom 
from pain in my leg, such as I could hardly have expected six 
months ago. 1am, however, not growing young: my joints are stiff, 
and I am frequently visited by pain in different parts of my body. 
Yet I hope | shall never be weary of desiring to be useful, when 
and wherever I can. My wife is at present labouring under a serious 
indisposition. Five days ago she was attacked by a severe rheuma- 
tic complaint, which almost prevented her moving about: she suffer- 
ed excruciating pain. However, by the blessing of the Lord upon 
the means used, she has recovered considerably, though she is still 
confined to her room.” 

‘* We lately had an agreeable visit from the Rector of this parish, 
who looked at our church and premises, and seemed much interested 
in our proceedings. After dining with us, he took a very cordial 


leave, and expressed a wish to see us at the parsonage. We were 


glad to have an opportunity of making the acquaintance of this gen 


tleman, being anxious to cultivate a good understanding with all, who 
are labouring in the same blessed cause, which we also are favoured 
to serve.” 

‘* Hopeton, July 31, 1826. 

** On the 26th instant we met our dear Brother and Sister Light 
by appointment, at this place, and after spending a day most agree- 
ably in their company, I proceeded early on the 27th, by way of Bel 
mont, to Mesopotamia, where I met, as usual, with a very friendly 
reception from the Attorney, Mr. Ridgard. The company of ne- 
groes, who attended the meeting for religious instruction, was, how- 
ever, not quite so numerous as at my last visit I hope we shall find 
it practicable to spend a Sunday at this place at least once a month 

** About two miles from Mesopotamia is the residence of the per 
son whom we have employed to build our new settlement at Lennox 
(Hopeton:) One principle object of my visit to these parts being to 
hasten the progress of this work, I was glad to find Mr. H. at home, 
and to make a final contract with him, according to which he is to 
finish the dwelling-house by the end of February, 1827, and the 
church by the end of the same year. 

“We have again spent a very pleasant season with our kind 
friends at Hopeton,,and been cheered by witnessing the earnest de- 
sire of many negroes and people of colour, in this neighbourhood, 
to learn the way of salvation. Brother Light’s congregation, when 
he preached at our friend’s, Mr. Coke’s, on the 23d, amounted to 
between S00 and 400, and mine, yesterday, at Hopeton, was about 
as numerous. They all express much joy at the prospect of our 
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soon settling among them; and we have meanwhile engaged to pay a 
visitonce every four weeks, instead of every eight weeks, as for- 
merly. 

** On Our way to this place we were most hospitably entertained 
by the worthy family at Spring Vale, where I had likewise an oppor- 
tunity afforded me of testifying of the love of Jesus to a numerous 
auditory. This place is situated in a most romantic and beautiful 
valley, about ten miles from Hopeton, and two from the high-road, 
and is at least the fifth place, where the doors of respectable pro- 
prietors in this neighbourhood have been opened to us, most of whom 
take an active share in the instruction of their negroes. 

J. ELLIS.” 


ANTIGUA, 


Krom Brother GEorGE Rossins. 


St. Joun’s, July 28, 1826. 
‘Dear BrotuerR—It is very encouraging to us to learn, both 
from your letters and the Periodical Accounts, that the Lord con- 
tinues to raise up friends to our missionary cause; and that the edu- 
cation of the rising generation, in the West Indies, has obtained an 


especial share of attention with our kind benefactors at home. It 
has long becn a matter of regret with us here, that we can do so hit- 
tle towards the instruction of the children belonging to our church. 
You are doubtless aware, that it is not practicable at present to have 
a Sunday-school at St, John’s. On Monday and Wednesday, how- 
ever, we keep school in our church from 11 o’clock till 3 in the 
afternoon, during which more than a hundred scholars attend, and 
are instructed in reading, besides committing to memory texts of 
scripture, &c. which they recite at the next meeting for the children. 
I likewise attend once a-week on an estate belonging to Peter Lang- 
ford Brook, Esq. where the children from two other estates are 
likewise permitted to be present: their number is from seventy to 
eighty; some of them make good progress. Of late, much more 
attention has been paid to the schools, both by teachers and scholars. 
Brother Wright has, no doubt, informed you, that he was about'to 
proceed with the building of a school-house at Newfield. At St. 
John’s it is impossible to have a Sunday-school, till a new church is 
built, and part of the old converted into a school-room, . We like- 
wise want a new mission-house, the present being quite unfit for the 
accommodation of our Brethren, who»ecome from the country to 
attend our conference. Brother Simon and hiswife arrived safe and 
well at St. John’s on the 9th of July: at present they are at Grace- 
bay. Mr. Otto has renewed his promise to erect a mission-house at 
Mountjoy, and to make over the land tous. We are waiting till the 
Sugar crop is harvested, to see how this business is likely to proceeds 
Brother Procop goes occasionally to preach there. 
“ 
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‘** Our Saviour continues gra€iously to bless the labours of Hig ser- 
vants in this island, and has given us the joy to perceive, that the 
doctrine of His atoning death for guilty sinners is still mighty to pull 
down the strong-holds of Satan, and to set at liberty theslaves of sin. 
May He grant us the grace to abide by the simple doctrine of Jesus 
and Him crucified. Since the commencement of the year, 150 adults 
have been baptized, 93 received into the congregation, 28 re-admit- 
ted, 116 added to the class of candidates for baptism or reception, 
and 110 to that of communicants. The above refers merely to the 
congregation of St. John’s. Thus you see the work of the Lord does 
not stand still. 

‘*T avail myself cf the present opportunity of giving you a state- 
ment of the money expended on our schools in this island, since we 
were apprized of the existence of a sep rate fund for their support. 
For the use of the school at St. John’s £8 108.; at Gracehill, £8 Lle.; 
at Gracebay, £10.; at Newfield, £18.: in all, £45 1s. currency. I 
expect in a few days that Brother Wright will call upon us for an 
additional sum, to prosecute the work in which he is engaged at New- 
field. Our kind benefactors in England may rely on the faithful 
appropriation of whatever funds are raised for the particular purpose 
of negro education. 

‘* We recommend ourselves to your affectionate remembrance at 
the throne of grace. I am, &c. GEORGE ROBBINS.” 
























From Brother S. Wricut. 






** NEWFIELD, July 4, 1826. 
**DeaR BROTHER—I regret exceedingly that I was unable to 
address a few lines to you before we left St. Kitt’s, in reply to your 
kind letter of December 4th. But the press of business, connected 
with the few last weeks of our abode in Bethesda, must plead in ex- 
cuse for my apparent negligence. The separation from our dear 
negro flock at that place was more painful to my wife and myself 
than I can describe. Indeed we did not know till then how strongly 
we were attached to them, and even now, after the lapse of several ‘ 
weeks since we parted from our dear negroes, we feel at times a 
kind of home-sickness for the place, where we were first favoured 
to enter into the missionary service. Perhaps, however, we shall, 
ere dong, feel as much attached to Antigua. Our present feelings 
assure us, that if the Lord should at any future time be pleased to call 
us to renew our labours in St. Kitt’s, we should gladly go: but should 
this never be the case, if we are favoured hereafter to behold oug 
Saviour’s face in glory, and the redeemed around His throne, Ieon- 
fidently believe that we should see many members of our congrega- 
tion at Bethesda. Many have I seen depart in peace, and in reliance, 
on the precious merits of their Redeemer; and I trust many more 
are under preparation for a blissful eternity The last few weeks 
Morn. 11. 64 * 
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we spent at Bethesda were truly bl@&sed to us and our dear flock. 
The services of the Passion-week and Easter, in particular, we shall 
never forget. On Easter-Sunday, we administered the Holy Com- 
munion to more than three hundred persons; and the multitude of 
people that flocked to the public services was unparalleled. O that 
you, and all the friends to missions, could once behold such a sight, 
and witness the seriousness and ‘order, which prevail amidst so large 
an assembly! You would be convinced that here also the love of 
Jesus is sufficient to change not only the heart, but the whole man. 
The field of usefulness at Bethesda is indeed a most extensive one. 
How happy should I be to hear that an establishment had been 
formed in the neighbourhood of Lavington’s. The people on that 
side of the island appear to be heartily desirous to enjoy the ministry 
of our Brethren. You will rejoice to hear of the continued progress 
of the schools in St. Kitt’s. A short time before we left the island, 
A. Cunningham, Esq. of Bristol, who has estates in the vicinity of 
Bethesda, presented us with a pretty large assortment of school- 
books, which we most thankfully received. But it is time, that I 
should leave St. Kitt’s, and give you some intelligence from this our 
new sphere of activity: — 

‘* We sailed from Basseterre with our two children, on the 22d of 
April, and after a tedious passage arrived safe at St. John’s, on the 26th. 
As we approached the latter town, we saw the awful spot where 


the Methodist missionaries and their children recently lost their 
lives. 


The intelligence of that melancholy event must have affected 
you deeply, as it did their fellow-labourers of every denomination in 
these islands. How thankful ought we to be, that we were prevented 
from sailing with them, as we at one time thought of doing. On our 
arrival in Antigua, we were joyfully received by all our dear Brethren 
and Sisters. The week, which we spent at St. John’s, was truly a 

It was a peculiar pleasure to me to make the acquaint- 


ance of Brother Shill, of whose labours among the Calmucs I had 
read with so much interest. 


blessed one. 


On the 2d of May, we proceeded to 
Newfield, where we were affectionately welcomed by Brother Taylor 
and his wife, and introduced to the negro congregation. The former 
accompanied me to wait on the Commander in Chief. the Archdeacon 
of the island, and the Speaker of the House of Assembly, from all of 
whom we experienced a very kind reception. On the 9th instant, 
Brother Taylor, with his wife and family, sailed for Barbadoes. 

** You will of course not expect me at this early period to make @ 
very circumstantial report of the state of this congregation. I know 
the less concerning the individuals who compose it, as the attendance 
at church has hitherto not been very numerous, owing, as I am told, 
to the sugar harvest. Many of our people afe very old and infirm. 
I visited several of this class yesterday, two of whom are’above 100 
years of age. May the Lord grant us grace and insight, to minister 
to this flock, in a manner well pleasing unto Him. 

** I have still to add some remarks, on the subject of our schools. 
The following report from Gracebay hag, been transmitted to me for 
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this purpose by Brother Olufsen. Our Sunday school is kept be- 
tween the hours of ten and eleven in the morning, in the church at 
Gracebay, and is attended by about ninety scholars. Of these six 
read in the Bible, forty in the New Testament, and about the same 
number are now reading words of three and four syllables. On one 
estate in the neighbourhood, the children from four to six years of 
age are taught on week days, by a free person of colour, who re- 
ceives a small gratuity for her services. Those who are engaged at 
work during the day, are taught by her in the evening. On two 
other estates we have'likewise evening-schools. 

‘** Gracehill school goes on pretty steadily, but I have no particular 
report from that station. Concerning Newfield, I find it difficult to 
give any exact account at present. About a hundred names of Sun- 
day scholars are upon the books, but the majority have not hitherto 
attended. I have been round among our people, making inquiries, 
and have been assured, that our number would be much augmented, 
if we had better accommodation. We have many baptized children 
belonging to this congregation, to whom we have not had the means 
of imparting instruction. Upon representing the state of the case, 
to our mission-conference, I have received directions to proceed with 
the building of a commodious school-room, for which my worthy 
predecessor had already made preparation. 

‘* Qur Sunday school is at present held during the morning service, 
but the room is so small, that it will not accommodate more than 
forty. Some of our scholars can read in the New Testament, but 
most are cither in words of one syllable, or mere beginners. On 
Monday and Tuesday evening, I keep school to several young men, 
some of whom can read in the Bible. These, I trust, will one day 
become useful teachers. On Thursday, the younger negroes on 
Lavington’s estate, come to us, and I keep their school from 11 to 2 
or 3 in the afternoon. On Lyon’s estate a night-school is kept, for 
which we provide candles, and some remuneration to the teachers. 
On a few other estates, the negroes are likewise instructed. Our 
prayer is, that the Lord may give His blessing to our feeble endea 
vours. Forget us not in your prayers. 

** Our health has not been very good, since our arrival in Antigua, 
but it is now, think God, improving. This is now the third year, 
that I have had to suffer from a bilious attack, accompanied by fever, 
and extreme weakness in the nerves. At these times, after a day of 


hard labour, I have not been able to sleep for several nights. For 
two years, I found bleeding of assistance, but this year I have been 
obliged to call in medical advice, and am thankful to say, that I feel 
already relieved. My dear wife and children are also better in 


health. In the former, I have a true helpmate, whose diligence, in 
her own departinent of labour is exemplary, and often puts me to 
shame. 

** Last week, I called on Mr. Otto, who renewed his assurances, 
that as soon as ever the crop-time was over, he would use every 


exertion to complete the settlement at Mountjoy. I wish most 
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heartily, that our expectatiens may be realized, not only as the ne 
zroes are concerned, but likewise for the sake of our own famil; 
The distance from Newfield to St. John’s is too great, both for man 
and beast. Mountjoy is about midway, and almost in the direct road. 
‘* We commend ourselves to your faithful remembrance, at the 
the throne of grace. lam, &c. SAMUEL WRIGHT.” 


From Brother C. F. Kocure. 


**GRACEHILL, July 6, 1826. 

‘* Dear BROTHER—I esteem it an undeserved favour, that the 
Lord has appointed me to serve Him in this part of His vineyard, 
and that He grants even to one like me, who often feels his own need 
of instruction, the faveur to be instrumental in teaching others the 
way of salvation. May He enable me, through grace, to approve 
myself a faithful servant in His house; for of myself I can do nothing. 
Since our. arrival in this island, we have been stationed at Gracehill, 
as assistants to our aged Brother Procop, to whom we gladly lend 
whatever aid our defective knowledge of the English language will 
permit. 

‘* You express a'desire to hear some particulars concerning the 
state of the mission at this place. When I consider this subject, 
and reflect upon the regulations of a church like this, I am reminded 
of the nature and movements of a clock. It is not merely necessary 
to have the different parts accurately made, and well put together, 
but also to have the works well oiled, and the chain wound up, other- 
wise it will not go; its operations require to be continually attended 
to, and occasionally the whole mechanism to be thoroughly cleaned 
and repaired. ‘Thus we find it to be the case with a congregation of 
negroes. ‘lhe instruction given them from the word ot God, and 
the frequent private admonitions which they receive, are sufficient, 
under the influence of divine grace, to direct them into the way of 
life eternal. But the seductions of the world and sin, bad examples 
of every kind, and the deceitfulnes of their own hearts, too often 
prevail to draw them aside; and indifference to God and His word 
are the natural consequence. Yet we observe, with thankfulness, 
that the Spirit of God continues His gracious operations, and often 
pours again into their hearts the oil of spiritual life; so that many, 
who appeared for a time dead, are quickened into newness of life, 

bled to bring forth fruit to the honour of the Lord our Saviour. 
You will, | know, be insterested to hear something of our school, 
of which I hope, some future day, to send you a more satisfactory 
account. ‘The number of our Sunday scholars is variable, but, on an 
ze, from forty to fifty attend: of these, about ten can read the 
New Testament. The school begins at 9 o’clock in the morning, 
and lasts till divine service commences. In keeping it, we have two 
faithful assistants, Kobert, a free man, and Sarah Brown, a slave, 
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belonging to Mr. M‘Nish. They likewise keep school on several 
week-day evenings at their own houses, which is a great advantage 
to all the children who attend, as is proved by their being always 
better acquainted than cthers with their lessons, and with the texts 
of scripture which they have to commit to memory. We are there- 
fore particularly thankful to those kind friends in England, who, by 
raising a fund for the benefit of our schools, have enabled us to give 
these good people a few dollars, by way of encouragement. Many 
children, however, come too late to school on Sunday morning, to 
derive much advantage from the instruction afforded. This is not 
always their own fault, but often that of their mothers, who keep 
them back to work, or to frequent the Sunday market, a most hurt 

ful practice, which we long to see discontinued. To make our 
school more generally useful, we must, however, have a school-house. 
Perhaps, on reading this, you will be disposed to think, * Have I not 
read in the report of Gracehill congregation, that there is such a 
house!’ And you will think rightly. But if you were to see the 
place in question, you would declare it to be hardly fit for a stable 

It is in fact the habitation of millions of wood-lice, which have de- 
voured the wood-work in such a manner, that the first gale of wind 
may carry it away. ‘To remain long in such a nest of vermin, is im- 
possible; for, besides the inmates already mentioned, there is no lack 
of snakes, lizards, scorpions, and other loathsome and venomous 
creatures. Most thankful. therefore, shall we be, to have the means 
of erecting a proper school-house; nor do we despair of accomplish- 
ing this object, through the 'iberality of our British benefactors. 
We beg to be affectionately remembered to the members of the So- 
ciety for the Furtherance of the Gospel. I am, &c. 

**“CHARLES FREDERICK KOCHTE.” 


ST. KITTS. 
From Brother Joun JoHANSEN. 


** BASSETERRE, 4ugust 11, 1826. 

** Dear Broruer—For your kind and affectionate letter of June 
Sth, I beg you to accept my best thanks. Its contents were very 
interesting and encouraging to me. My heart said yea and amen to 
all your observations on the subject of the first duty of a missionary. 
Having experienced myself, that the simple preaching of the Cross 
is the means which God blesses for the conversion of sinners, and for 
their attaining to solid happiness even in this world, I cannot but 
fervently pray, that all the servants of our Saviour in the Brethren’s 
Church may be enabled to abide by this blessed doctrine. Thus, 
keeping the word of Jesus’ patience, we shall be kept in the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world. I feel my own in- 
sufficiency for the discharge of the important duties committed to me 
in this mission, and can only beseech the Lord our Saviour, that He 
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would support me with His grace and strength, especially when I am 
called to testify to the negroes of Him and His salvation. Nor does 
He put my faith and confidence to shame. This I have experienced 
in a powerful manner, since I have been left to stand almost alone, 
here at Basseterre. Brother Scholefield moved to Bethesda in April, 
as successor to Brother Wright, and Brother Staude, who remained 
here, though very willing to render every assistance, has been 
hitherto prevented, not more by his imperfect knowledge of the 
language, than by a kind of nervous affection, the eects of which 
still continue. I often thank the Lord for the uninterrupted good 
health which I enjoy, and which has enabled me to persevere in that 
work, in which my heart truly delights. ‘The loss of Brother Schole- 
field’s valuable services in the schools, we cannot but feel; at present 
we have no brother qualified to succeed him; and we shall the more 
joyfully welcome tlie arrival of Brother Hoch and his wife, who, as 
we suppose, are now on their way to us from England. Their ex- 
perience will, we trust, under the Divine blessing, be of essential 
benefit to the course of this congregation. 

** You will have heard of Brother Wright’s removal to Antigua, 
pursuant to his call. His labours at Bethesda have been much bless- 
ed, and the congregation there parted from him with real regret, in 
which many of the white inhabitants participated. We were thank- 
ful to hear of their safe arrival in Antigua. 

** At our last prayer day, July 30th, there were baptized, at Basse- 
terre, 7 adults; 22 were received into the congregation; and 18 be- 
came candidates for baptism. At the preceding celebration of the 
Holy Communion, July 16th, ten persons partook with us for the 
first time, 10 were confirmed; 14 became candidates; and 5_ were 
readmitted. We have indeed had the grief to exclude 14 persons 
from our fellowship, for various transgressions. ‘Thus joy and grief 
are mingled together; and we must expect that this will be the case. 
On this very day, however, I have had the pleasure to readmit to 
our fellowship, a poor mulatto woman, who, upon a bed of sickness, 
has been brought to reflection and repentance; thus affording a new 
and encouraging proof of the faithfulness and mercy of the Good 
Shepherd. Remember us and our flock in your supplications at the 
throne of grace. I am, &c. J. JOHANSEN.” 


BARBADOES. 


From Brother SAMUEL BRUNNER. 


‘* SHaron, September 4, 1826. 

** Dear BroTHER—In the course of last month all the European 
Brethren and Sisters in Barbadoes have been ailing, with the excep- 
tion of Brother Seitz and his wife. I was troubled with the dysen- 
tery, which for some days assumed a rather alarming appearance; 
but the Lord was pleased to bless the means used for my recovery, 


, . - 
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and I have since been able to perform my regular duties. About the 
same time, a note from Sister Taylor communicated the distressing 
intelligence, that her dear husband was suffering from a second attack 
of the painful disorder, which a few years ago, had almost deprived 
us of his faithful services. By the latest accounts, however, I am 
thankful to learn that he was somewhat better. 

‘* Our schools are still in an infant state; but we do not despair of 
extending our sphere of usefulness in this important direction. At 
Mount Chance, the school established by Mr. and Mrs. Haynes, some 
years ago, continues to flourish. It is now under the immediate 
management of Brother and Sister Taylor, who are much pleased 
with the progress of the children, forty-seven in number. Some of 
these attend every day, others, twice a-week. Twenty-one can read 
the New Testament. 

‘* The number of adult negroes, who have hitherto attended the 
preaching of the Gospel at Mount Chance, has not been so large as 
we could wish; but some fruit, we trust, has already been produced. 
Six have been admitted as candidates for baptism, or reception, in 
whose hearts there appears to be a genuine work of grace. 

‘* Our meetings at Sharon continue to be well attended, and we 
are much encouraged by witnessing the great attention paid by most 
of our hearers to what is read or spoken in the church. They seem 
to be influenced by real hunger after the word of life. May the 


Lord grant them an increase of this desire, and satisfy it according 
to His own gracious promise! On our last prayer-day, two men and 
one woman received Holy Baptism, and twenty persons were admit- 
ted into the class of candidates for baptism, of reception. 


Yester- 
day the children had their prayer-day, on which occasion sixty 
attended the public service, and the meeting specially appropriated 
for their instruction. At the latter, two infants were baptized into 
the death of Jesus. I consider it a pleasing feature in our congrega- 
tion, that the majority, who attend the church, do not loiter about 
the premises, waiting for the service particularly intended for them, 
but are anxious to be present at all the meetings. 

‘* Our kind friend, Mrs. Haynes, has, I am sorry to say, been 
considerably indisposed. We pray the Lord to restore her to health, 
and preserve her long to promote the best interests of those around 
her. Believe me ever your most affectionate Brother, 

S. BRUNNER.” 


‘ircular Letter from the Synodal Committee for the Management of 
the. Missions of the United Brethren among the Heathen, to the 
congregations of the church of the United Brethren. 

“ HERRNHUT, October $1, 1826. 
** Dear BRETHREN—We send you, though late, the statement of 


our receipts and disbursements in the year 1825. You will perceive, 
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that nearly one third of the sums expended was for the two new set 
tlements, Fredericksthal in Greenland, and Elim in South Africa. 

** You will no doubt join with us in praise and thanksgiving to our 
gracious heavenly Father, who has so bountifully supplied us with 
the means of meeting the many and unavoidable expenses attending 
so extensive a work. We need not use any words of exhortation to 
excite you to this most pleasant duty; your own hearts will be filled 
with gratitude to the Giver of all good gifts, on considering what He 
has done for us in the year past. To all those kind friends and 
benefactors, who have with such heartfelt participation of the wel- 
fare of our missions, and with such liberality assisted in their main- 
tenance, we beg herewith to return the most cordial thanks. We 
pray, that the choicest spiritual and temporal blessings may be 
showered down upon them, and the hopes and prayers, accompany- 
ing their kind gifts, be fulfilled, that the Lord would be pleased, in 
future years also, to lay a rich blessing upon the labours of our 
Brethren, and to make His saving name known among heathen na- 
tions, that He may see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. 

‘*To our worthy friends and generous contributors in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and to the many Associations they have form- 
ed, with a view to the support of our missions, and to all those dear 
friends and ministers of the Gospel, who have so powerfully pleaded 
this cause in their several pulpits, we beg to add our special thanks. 

‘* There were, at the close of 1825, 178 persons employed in 
thirty-six stations. Sixty adults and sixty-seven children were pro- 
vided for by the Committee, as stated in the account. 

‘We felt great grief, when it pleased the Lord to call so many 
useful and active labourers in our Missionary service into eternal 
rest, but had also the joy to see their places supplied by thirteen 
Brethren and eleven Sisters, who with willing hearts offered them- 
selves to enter upon the same blessed service of calling the heathen 
in different parts of the earth to come to Jesus, their Creator and 
Saviour. 

‘“*The general Synod of the Brethren’s Church, assembled at 
Herrnhut, in 1825, made the missions a peculiar object of their at- 
tention, and the hearts of all present were filled with humble grati- 
tude to the Lord for the mercy and favour shown to our Church in 
this branch of our constitution, by which we are encouraged to hope 
and believe, that He will not forsake us, notwithstanding our many 
failings and shortcomings, but continue to own and bless us as part 
of His family on earth, and grant us to bear fruit well-pleasing to 
Him. Both by written memorials and verbal testimonies of some 
Missionaries present at the Synod, we were greatly encouraged and 
refreshed. 

** We also rejoiced at the success granted by God to the ministry 
of our fellow-labourers in different communities, who are at present 
zealously engaged in bringing the glad tidings of salvation to heathen 
nations in many distant parts of the world, and we pray, that, by His 
blessing, it may continue to attend them every where. 

* 
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‘As a signal proof of the Lord’s mercy towards us we consider 
that He, by His Spirit, has inclined the hearts of so many of His 
children and servants in other denominations, to take an active share 
in the well-being and support of the endeavours of the Brethren’s 
Church, to promote the spread of the Gospel. Their exertions in 
our behalf have been unremitting, and the fruits thereof beyond all 
our expectation. May He bless them and grant them to perceive, 
that their labour is not in vain in the Lord. This will be their most 
acceptable reward. 

‘* To us, dear Brethren, who are members of a Church, which 
the Lord has so undeservedly favoured, and counted worthy, for 
ninety-four years, to proclaim the word of His salvation to heathen 
nations, sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, this great 
privilege and commission shall always remain highly important and 
precious. Let us, though deeply sensible of our unworthiness, pray 
fervently to the Lord our God and Saviour, that He would continue 
thus to bless us, grantinig to us wisdom, faith, and full confidence in 
His help, and still prepare and send forth many willingly devoted 
servants from among us into His vineyard. In His fellowship and 
peace, we remain ever your most faithful and affectionate Brethren, 

HANS WIED, 
G. MARTIN SCHNEIDER.” 


Statement of Receifits and Disbursements by the Committee appointed 


for the management of the general concerns of the United Brethren’s 


Missions, for the year 1825. 


The Receifts were as follows; 
Collections in the settlements of the Brethren, - $4797 
“Additional benefactions, - - - - 2166 
Contributions from friends on the continent, - 9131 
Do. from Great Britain, - - 24,445 
Legaeies, - - - - - - 3792 
Interest more received than paid, - 
By course of exchange, - - 


The Disbursements were: 

For Greenland, - - - 
South America, - “ 
Barbadoes, - - . 
St. Kitts, - 
Antigua, - 
Jamaica, 

VoL. 1, 
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Labrador,* - - - - - 351 57 
Danish Islands, - - - - 0 00 
North American Indians, - - 860 10 
South Africa, . - - - 9545 13 


31,600 1: 


By agent’s and book-keeper’s salaries, sta- 
tionary, &c. - - - - - $880 58} 
By postage, &c. - - - r - 562 712 
nh l44S8 293 
By pensions to 14 married and 9 single 


Brethren, - . - - - - $2833 513 
By pensions to 23 widows, - - - 1084 80 
Do. to 67 children at schools ortrades, 4102 84 
$8021 15 
By contributions to the support of missionaries still 
engaged in service in Europe, - - - - 888 00 
By travelling expenses, - . - - 201 41 










Balance in favour, 


General Statement at the close of 1825. 


Balance in favour of Account for 1824, - - $3578 55 
Disbursements of former years, repaid in 1825, - 8 34 
Surplus of the above Account for 1825. 6 


Balance in hand at the close of 1825,f - - - 






DIARY OF NEW FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA, 
From May to September, 1825. 
(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 478.) 

July 11th. Israel the Indian, who had for several years suffered 
from a sore leg, arrived here to-day from Upper Monsey town, 
whither he had repaired some weeks ago, in hopes of being healed 
by an Indian female doctor, But instead of being benefited by her, 
his leg now grew so bad, that he believed his end approaching, and 


— —— ee ee 





* The mission in Labrador is supported by the “ Brethren’s Society fr the 
Furtherance of the Gospel in London,” the Synodal Committee pay the 
charges of the missionaries, till they arrive in England. 

+ This favourable balance is chiefly owing to the receipts of contributions 
towards the erection of chapels and missionaries’ dwellings on new stations, 
and for schools, being included in the general receipts during the year. 
The account of expenses attending these buildings and the schools is as yet 
unknown, but will appear in a future statement. 
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therefore prayed to the Lord in his distress, to spare him only so 
long, until he could be brought home and be absolved by the congre- 
gation,—which favour he solicited with tears, immediately on his 
arrival. Upon a penitent confession of his sins, he was some time 
after readmitted to church-fellowship, in presence of the assistants. 
He said, that now since the Lord had granted his prayer, he felt 
easy and happy, and entirely resigned, whatever the Saviour’s will 
might be as to the end of his malady, whether it should be for life 
or for death. He knew, he said, that he was a great sinner, but 
comforted himself with the thought that the Saviour had suffered for 
his sins on the cross, and declared his chief desire here below to be, 
to feel more fully assured of his share in the merits of Jesus. 

On the 12th and 13th, several Indian families went by water to 
Malden to fetch their presents, having been prevented by sickness in 
the Spring from undertaking the journey. In these days, Mr. Bed- 
ford, an old gentleman of 70 years, living some twenty miles down 
the river, paid us a visit, and told us that he had formerly been 
acquainted with our Brethren Zeisberger and Senseman, and had 
highly valued their conversation during the space of three weeks 
that they lodged at his house, on their first arrival on the shores of 
this river, in 1791. A text book which Brother Senseman had given 
him, having become the occasion of his subsequent conversion, he 
could not sufficiently thank the Saviour for it, and had ever since 
prized it very highly. Being perfectly deaf at this time, and withal 
very fond of reading, we had the pleasure of presenting him with 
several tracts and pamphlets, together with an English hymn-book 
of the Brethren’s church, for all of which, and particularly for the 
latter, he could scarcely find words to express his gratitude. He 
appears to be a man who knows how to appreciate the merits of 
Jesus, and whose chief comfort is, that he has a Saviour. He staid 
one day and two nights with us, and on taking leave said, he should 
take the liberty of calling more frequently at our house. 

15th. We were employed in reaping three acres of wheat, from 
which we obtained eighty shocks. On account of the great drought, 
some fields belonging to those of our people who had sowed their 
grain rather late, yielded but a scanty produce. On the whole, how- 
ever, the wheat harvest in our neighbourhood turned out favourably, 
which is a great mercy, considering the present failure of summer- 
fruits, and is sure to prevent an actual famine,—on which account 
we find abundant reason for gratitude to our heavenly Father. 

20th. This day we were greatly terrified by the news, that the 
aged Indian sister Hannah had been so maltreated by an Indian wo- 
man, that her sudden death had been the consequence. We imme- 
diately hastened to the house and found her apparently dead, her 
limbs being quite cold. After using a variety of means to restore 
her to life, such as brushing and rubbing the soles of her feet, &c. 
she again manifested some signs of life, much to the comfort of her 
daughter and of the Indian brethren and sisters that cordially sym- 
pathised with her affliction. By degrees she was completely restored, 
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which was a matter of gratitude to the Lord, because, in case she had 
been killed, it would not only have thrown a great reproach upon the 
congregation, but would also inevitably have involved us in much 
trouble and difficulties. 

2Qist and 22d. We spoke individually with the communicant mem 
bers. Some differences that had arisen among the sisters, were happily 
adjusted, after both parties had acknowledged their faults and asked 
each others’ pardon. A communicant sister said: ‘‘ On comparing 
my present frame of mind, with that of my younger days, when I 
first began to feel the grace of God in my heart, I appear to myself 
like a tree, going to decay, whose leaves are fading and whose 
branches are dying away, so that 1 often feel concerned about myself, 
and it seems to me, as though I were fit for nothing else but to be 
cast away; still I again take fresh courage, hoping the Saviour will 
continue to have mercy on me, although I afford him so little joy, &c.” 

During the week succeeding August 2d, all the Indian brethren 
and young people were engaged in repairing or erecting bridges on 
the king’s road, on the north side of ! hames river, which occupied 
them four days, on which occasion, they eat their meals in common. 

6th. We received the affecting intelligence that one of our near 
neighbours, who had frequently been at our house, after being tried 
at Sandwich, had been sentenced to death with his wife, for the 
murder of their grandchild. They leave behind a family of six or 
seven children, some of whom are yet uneducated. This affords 
another lamentable proof, what mischief Satan may create in fami- 
lies where neither the fear nor worship of God are known. 

8th. The two Indians, Anthony and Augustus, left us for Huron 
river, below Detroit, in order to recover a stolen horse, having un- 
derstood that the thief, a white man, had exchanged it there. To 
aid their purpose, a few lines were addressed to Governor Cass at 
Detroit, that he would authorize them, on proving their property, to 
seize it wherever they would find it. 

9th. We spoke with the Indian John Renatus, in presence of the 
assistants, as well as with a heathen woman, who had resided here 
for some time with her relations, and whom he had lately taken to 
wife, inorder to ascertain their mind, whether they intended to live 
according to the word of God, submit themselves to our churcli 
government, and lay aside all heathenish practices; to which in- 
quiries they replied in the affirmative; whereupon they obtained 
leave to reside here upon trial, and in the evening their union was 
sanctioned by the assistants in the school-house. 

2ist. Late in the evening, an-Indian from the upper Monsey town 
came to Brother Luckenbach, to notify his desire to become an in- 
habitant of our town, giving it as his reason, that he might have an 
opportunity to hear the word of God, and reform his life and conver- 
sation. On the 22d he repeated his request in presence of the 
assistants, and after being made more fully acquainted with the rules 
of the church and the object of our associating together, promising 
also to desist from all heathenish practices and customs, he received 
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permission upon trial. We feel the more solicitous that he might 
be confirmed in his good resolutions, since his mother is a baptized 
member, who had been instructed in her childhood by the well- 
known Mr. Brainerd, in Lower Jersey, and formerly belonged to the 
congregation at New Fairfield. 

At the urgent request of a white man living about twelve miles up 
the river, Brother Luckenbach went to see his son, who was lying at 
the point of death, of a malignant fever. He spoke with the patient, 
when in the absence of delirium he could comprehend what was said, 
on the necessity of placing his full trust and reliance on a crucified 
Saviour, and advised him to turn with all his sins and misery to him 
who was made of God unto us, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 
and redemption. He then sang and prayed for him, in which the 
whole family and the neighbours joined. In the night he evidently 
grew worse, insomuch, that the afflicted parents had to give up all 
hopes of his restoration, which proved a very sore trial for them. 
Being new settlers, lately come from Ireland and forming a new 
plantation, they had calculated upon the assistance of their son, who 
it was thought had contracted the disease by over exertion. 

28th. This day Brother Haman preached the funeral sermon of 
this young man, who had since departed this life. 

Speaking with the communicant and baptized members prior to the 
holy communion, we were led to indulge the fond hope that this had 
proved a season of encouragement to some of those idle and careless 
souls among us, who spend their time here, without any desire to 
grow in grace, or to enjoy the christian fellowship of others, being 
content with the permission once obtained to reside here. Of this 
class there are unfortunately too many among us, particularly among 
the men. Some of these, however, voluntarily renewed their pro- 
mises of amendment and of their determination to improve the 
means of grace within their reach. We also found reason to thank 
the Lord, that on this occasion He disposed the hearts of others, who 
had been at variance together, to sentiments of peace and concord. 

30th. We had a visit from several of our good friends in the neigh- 
bourhood, who were come to take leave of Brother and Sister Luck- 
enbach previous to their departure for Bethlehem. 

September 3d. We celebrated the holy communion, when the In- 
dian widow, Henrietta, (who had been excluded many years ago,) 
received absolution and was readmitted. On account of Brother and 
Sister Luckenbach’s departure, we anticipated the festival usually 
held on the 7th of this month, on Sunday 4th, when Brother Haman 
offered up the morning prayer, and Brother Luckenbach afterwards 
kept a separate meeting for the married people, widowers, and 
widows. In the afternoon the whole congregation had a lovefeast, 
consisting of wheat bread and tea, prepared for them at the special 
request and expense of sister Lewis at Bethlehem, of whom affec 
tionate mention was made on this occasion, and to whom we here 
with tender our most cordial thanks, in the name of the whole Indian 
congregation. Brother Luckenbach then requested for himself and 
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family an interest in their prayers, and assured them, that himself 
and his, would ever hold them im affectionate remembrance, and 
pray to the Lord for the promotion of their welfare. They were 
further exhorted to encourage Brother and Sister Haman, who will 
now for some time to come, be their only laborers, by showing them 
love and obedience, and endeavouring to lighten the burden of their 
service as much as possible. In the evening Brother Haman ad- 
dressed the congregation. 

5th. Having been commended in the morning meeting to the gra- 
cious protection of our Saviour and his holy angels, we set out upon 
our journey in a small dearborn, in company with three Indian sis- 
ters, for Detroit. Brother and Sister Haman and the Indian brethren 
and sisters accompanied us to the outskirts of the town, when we 
took another leave of them, after they had given us a parting bless- 
ing by singing a few verses. They desired us to remember them 
affectionately to their white brethren and sisters, and in particular 
to their former teachers. 

Two Indian brethren accompanied us to the settlement of the white 
people, in order to clear the road on the south side of the river of 
the wood and brushes obtructing our passage, and to help us across 
several dangerous bridges. 

{Then follows an account of Brother Luckenbach’s journey to 
Bethlehem by way of Detroit, Lake Erie, and New York. He ar- 


rived at Bethlehem on the last of September in good health, having 
completed a journey of near one thousand miles by land and water 


in twenty-four days, without any serious accident; which mercy he 
most gratefully acknowledges. 


MEMOIRS 
OF BROTHER HANS RUDOLPH WULLSHLEGEL 
Who departed this life at Sarepta, August 11, 1823. 


I was born, May 6, 1759, at Rud, about three miles from Clarau, 
in Switzerland. At eighteen months of age I was afflicted with the 
small pox, and was taken so ill that every body gave up all hopes of 
my recovery. For twenty-four days I was perfectly blind and lost 
the use of one eye. On entering school in my sixth year, I felt,an 
ardent desire to become a pious Christian. I delighted in going to 
school, and after I had learnt to read, the reading of spiritual books 
became one of my favourite pursuits. In my child-like simplicity I 
hoped one day to be a clergyman, that I might purchase and read 
many books, and lead a retired and pious life, because I conceived 
all clergymen throughout to be eminently pious and holy people. 
In my ninth year I became sick unto death. Then my conscience 
awoke for the first time, and a concern on account of my lost condi- 
tion seized me, which I am unable to desgyibe. Sick in soul and 
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body, I did not expect to live to see anotherday. Although I placed 
little confidence in my parents, because I inferred from their conduct, 
that they did not belong to the class of religious people, yet I begged 
my mother to pray to God for me, because I was too great a sinner. 
I also gathered up all my strength and prayed to God Almighty, that 
if He would but this time restore my health I would certainly yield 
myself up to Him. The next day a favourable change took place 
and | again recovered. But scarcely had the weakness, entailed by 
my sickness, left me, than the anguish of my soul, as well as my 
promises, were forgotten. Yet I never felt quite at ease, but read 
and prayed a great deal. It being my duty to tend cattle in my 
thirteenth year, I used to take my Heidelberg Catechism with me 
and peruse it. Being come to the 80th question, suddenly such an 
awful concern for my salvation came over me, that I burst into a 
flood of tears, and was at a loss whither to turn. This fear con- 
tinued for some time; I felt myself entirely lost and condemned, even 
as though hell itself would immediately open beneath my feet and 
swallow me up. At the same time I wept and prayed almost inces-~ 
santly; still I feared to disclose the matter to any body, partly be- 
cause I was afraid, people would consider me as a crazy idiot, and 
undertake to cure me by superstitious means, which I knew before- 
hand would prove of no avail, and partly because I did not know one 
pious individual in my neighbourhood to whom I could have confided 
my secret, for the purpose of asking his. advice. I therefore con- 
tinued weeping and praying, and sometimes a ray of hope would 
begin to dawn upon me. My father once said to me: “if praying 
helps a man to heaven, you will certainly not miss of salvation.”” If 
during this doleful period any one inquired the cause of my dejection 
and tears, I generally gave an evasive answer. Gradually, however, 
this deep concern wore off and I grew worse than before. Yet from 
time to time I had fresh convictions that I must be converted, if I 
would hope to be saved. Still I sought to defer it till my confirma- 
tion, intending then to set about it in good earnest. Never had I 
been more light-minded and indifferent about religion than at this 
time. Conversion, to embrace which I had repeated calls, now ap- 
peared to me something next to impossible, particularly under the 
parental roof, because I met with so many hindrances there, and so 
many circumstances occurred, in which I sinned against my parents, 
brothers and sisters. For, being then an eye and an ear-witness to 


much wickedness, I became irritated and enraged, and then my con- 
Science smote me again for that. At my confirmation I was much 
agitated and began to doubt whether I would enjoy the sacrament 


worthily. About this time I executed my long conceived project of 


leaving my parents, and going among strangers, because our pe- 
cuniary difficulties increased, and chiefly because I hoped to meet 
with fewer obstacles to conversion among strangers. Propelled by 
inward anguish, I wandered from place to place, but no where found 
what I was seeking. In short, I could make no advances in the 
work of conversion. If at any time I earnestly set about it, I was 
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shortly after again carried away by sin and the world, and instead of 
being liberated from them, only became more entangled in their 
snares. 

Inel778, I concluded to leave my native canton altogether, and to 
go into that of Basle. On my journey I passed through the village 
of Kolicken, where my mother’s sister resided, who was also my 
godmother, to whom I paid a visit. Her husband had a small linen 
manufactory, and his journeyman-weaver being just then absent, he 
proposed I should stay with him and learn his trade, because I had 
nothing to expect from my parents, and because a poor trade was still 
preferable to the drudgery of aservant. I therefore gave up my former 
plans and accepted the favourable offer. Here I again frequented 
the house of God diligently, and my conscience awoke anew, when I 
heard the pure gospel preached, in a manner I had never before wit- 
nessed. But then a voice said within me: “ You have no part in_all 
these blessings which are here represented to you.” My whole past 
life lay disclosed before me, and it seemed to me as though some one 
addressed these tremendous words to me: ‘‘ You have hitherto 
spurned at all grace, and sinned against the Holy Ghost; now you 
are irrecoverably lost.”” My inward anguish and despair rose to 
such a pitch, that I frequently harboured the thought of putting an 
end to my miserable existence. As often, however, as I followed up 
this idea, it always seemed shocking to me to die in the bloom of life, 
particularly when I reflected, that this would only be the means of 
increasing my misery. Of a Saviour I had no knowledge whatsoever; 
indeed I was even surprized to find that nearly all forms of prayer 
ended thus: ‘‘through Jesus Christ, Amen.” In the mean time, 
however, I prayed to God Almighty as well as I could, that He 
would in mercy prevent me from committing suicide. O how often 
did I sigh during this period, for some one to tell me, whether there 
was still any possibility of my being saved. But I was ashamed to go 
to the minister, and because I knew of no young man, and had heard 
of none that would help me, I at last conceived it to be impossible to 
turn to the Lord in one’s youth. I began fully to despair; every 
creature I beheld around me, I considered happier than myself; in- 
deed I felt convinced that I was the unhappiest being under the sun. 
Long I remained in this dark and distressed frame, and wished for 
nothing so much as to be rid of this tormenting anguish, and to be 
able to enjoy life as other people did. At last I resolved to banish 
completely all these thoughts, and to live like the rest of mankind; 
and although hell itself must be my portion in consequence, I thought 
I would hold out as well as the rest, if I might only spend my days 
here as happy as they did 

This unfortunate determination alas! succeeded but to well. I be- 
came more enamoured of the world than ever I had been before. 
The anguish of my heart gradually died away; I became a cheerful 
companion, and hence the world’s darling. 1 fell out of one sin into 

* another, and finally into such transgressions, as I had formerly been 
an entire stranger to. Once I heard the sgntiment expressed from 
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the pulpit, that the Saviour had received gifts even for rebellious 
apostates. Well, thought I, then you too may yet be saved; for you 
are not as wicked as many others. In this lamentable condition I 
spent five years. But my Redeemer followed me even during this 
unhappy period with incredible forbearance, fidelity, and patience. 
Often during sermons I was struck to the quick, and so hemmed in on 
all sides, that I had no excuse left. But sin and the world had so 
completely ensnared me, that I could not divest myself of their fet- 
ters, and my ultimate determination invariably was, still further to 
postpone my conversion, until I should be married, gr till I should 
be past thirty years of age. However, my faithful Saviour would 
suffer me no longer to continue in this dangerous course. In 1783, 
an extraordinary degree of heat prevailed in Switzerland, attended 
by a constant haze, the sun appearing red like blood when rising and 
setting. Some people considered this as a pres.ge of the judgment- 
day or the end of the world, in some places even all public amuse- 
ments were prohibited. This phenomenon terrified me also not a 
little. The parish clergyman, however, publicly warned the people 
from the pulpit not to meddle with such interpretations of the signs 
in the heavens, and exhorted them rather than to gaze at the rising 
and setting sun, all red as blood, to look at ¢/at sun, which on account 
of our sins had set bloody on Golgotha, and seriously to think of the 
conversion of their hearts, bearing in mind the danger of procrastina- 
tion. ‘‘If for instance,” said he, ‘* one of you had fallen into the 
water, and some friend were to reach him a pole to draw him out 
with, he would not say: no, I will wait yet a while; or if one of you 
were surrounded by flames, and a person attempted to rescue him, 
he would doubtless not hesitate a moment, but speedily accept of the 
proffered assistance.”” Meanwhile I thought within myself: that 
man is addressing me; he speaks the truth; | will follow his salutary 
advice; 1 will disregard every thing else and will turn only to the sun 
on Golgotha, praying: God! be merciful to me a sinner. And truly 
He heard me and did more for me than I could ask or think. He 
disclosed to me the enormity of my sins in such a convincing manner, 
that I shuddered with horror. The anguish of my soul having 
attained the highest pitch, the gracious and merciful Saviour divest- 
ed me at once thereof. I felt as a newborn man,—so highly favour- 
ed and so infinitely happy, that I said to myself: if even in heaven I 
am no happier, I will cheerfully content myself. I now regretted 
nothing so much as my lest and mispent time. Indeed, if I then had 
had a thousand hearts, I would willingly have surrendered them to 
my Saviour for His great love to sinners. I ventured to visit the 
Rev. John Meyer, to whom I gave a candid description of my whole 
past life. This dear man of God rejoiced like a child with me, at 
the grace conferred upon me. I now also began to frequent the 
meetings of the pious. In the first that I attended, that hymn was 
sung; ‘‘Sweetest Jesus! Thy great mercy, far exceeds the sinner’s 
thoughts, &c.’”? which quite overpowered my feelings, so that to this 
day, this hymn has been peculiarly precious to me. In another 
VoL. I. 66 
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meeting the memoirs of a single 


brother were read, which made a 
deep impression 


1 my mind, and created in me a resolution to apply 
for leave to join the Brethren’s church. I obtained permission in 17384, 
to move to Ebersdorf, where I arrived on the 3lst of March. Un- 
fortunately however, I had now lost my former happy frame of 
mind. Instead of rejoicing over my lot of grace, I regarded others 
more than myself, neglected the purification of my own heart in the 
blood of Jesus, grew downcast and melancholy, and would have pre- 
ferred returning home, if the unseen hand of God and the dread of 
my relations, had not kept me back. All of them had advised me 
not to join the Brethren’s church; but in presumptuous self-confidence 
I had rejected their advice. One circumstance |] cannot pass over 
in silence, because it also contributed towards augmenting my dejec- 
tion of spirits. Long before now I had harboured the idea, that it 
was next to impossible for a single man to be saved. I had there- 
fore seriously thought of a change in life, I had looked out for a pious 
person, whose union with me might prove a blessing to me. I had 
actually found such a female, who was distinguished by her modest 
and prudent behaviour. I communicated my views to her, and she 
taking a liking to me, we had concluded to marry each other after 
the lapse of a few years. Some time after, the aforesaid happy 
change took place with me, and with the desire to join the Brethren’s 
church, a new course of life began. On disclosing my resolution 
to this female, she begged me not to hesitate a moment on her ac- 
count, as she would by no means thwart me in my laudable purpose. 
From that time she withdrew herself from the world, and associated 
with the pious souls in the place. Many good and pious friends had 
advised me to enter into the proposed union. Now when I found so 
many things to offend me in the congregation, this circumstance 
again occurred to me, and I thought, surely I ought to have heeded 
the well meant advice of my friends, since then undoubtedly I might 
have lived happier, and according to their assertion, have proved a 
great blessing to others. However, with all these side glances and 
insincerities about me, I finally turned to my merciful Lord and 
Saviour, and through His grace was ultimately enabled to be wholly 
divested of them. 


In 1784, I was received into the congregation, and the next year 
was admitted, for the first time in the Brethren’s church, as a com- 
municant to the Lord’s table, on which occasion the Saviour vouch- 
safed a gracious visit to me the poorest among all the needy. On 
the whole I was favoured by the Lord with many a blessed season 


in fellowship with this congregation. Feeling, however, a constant 
desire once more to see my native country, I paid a visit to my old 
home in 1789. On passing the boundary of Switzerland, and once 
more hearing my paternal dialect spoken, I felt quite enraptured, and 
began to fear I should again become so enamoured with the place of 
my nativity, that I would be unwilling to return. I made this a sub- 
ject of prayer, and the Lord was pleased to grant my petition. To 
induce me to stay, my relations made me, various advantageous 
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offers; which, however, made no impression on me, and lost all their 
attractions, when I came to witness the lukewarmness and indifference 
of my relations respecting religion. I therefore departed again as 
soon as convenient, and returned to Ebersdorf after an absence of ten 
weeks. This journey proved a great blessing to my poor heart, and 
brought me in contact with many true children of God. 1 now felt 
truly happy in the midst of the congregation; but since by sad ex- 
perience I had proved the treachery of my heart and had become 
more <listrustful of myself, it sometimes occurred to me, that I would 
hardly be able to stand my ground, and possibly become subject to 
a total relapse, if ever a hard trial should come upon me. This in- 
duced me to offer to go to Sarepta in Russia, in order to be a greater 
distance from my native country, and thus render my return thither 
less practicable. In pursuance of the special direction of the Lord, 
I left Ebersdorf in 1790 for Sarepta, and with seven single brethren 
arrived there on the 19th of August. I accounted it a great privilege 
to find a church of the living God in that dry desert, and to be per- 
mitted to account myself a member thereof. Being willing to under- 
take any kind of business, I was appointed to labour in the economy 
of the Brethren’s house. Having been engaged there four years, I 
recommenced my weaver’s trade. Living now more retired, I was 
led to review my past life before the Lord, and the many failings and 
transgressions I discovered, made me feel deeply ashamed of myself. 
On confessing my sins to my Saviour, and praying for forgiveness, I 
felt superabundantly comforted. While thus enjoying the peace of 
God, an ardent desire arose in my heart, to preach to others the 
gospel of that Saviour, who had shown such signal mercy to me, and 
I longed to be employed somewhere in the service of the Lord. For 
I thought, behind the loom I was compelled to hide the intrusted 
talent in a napkin; yet, that very day, it was as though a voice said 
to me: “ Not so! but do your work diligently and faithfully with your 
own hands, and support the work of the Lord with your prayers, 
and by the blessing of God the surplus of your earnings, which you 
contribute towards the good cause, will make you to be as highly 
esteemed by the Saviour as though you had been the most useful 
missionary or minister; for he only regards fidelity of heart.” This 
thought made me feel happy and contented. Having followed my 
trade for several years, myself and others perceived that my health 
began to suffer by leading such a sedentary life. I was at a loss 
what to do, whether I had better solicit a change of situation from 
my superiors or not. While I was revolving the matter in my mind, 
those words of scripture occurred to me: ‘* Cast thy burden on the 
Lord, for He careth for thee!” Well, thought I, if that be the case, I 
will not look to man for help, but cleave solely to my Lord; for Him 
will I live—for Him will I die. 

Having spent eighteen happy years in the Brethren’s house, I was 
appointed to superintend the weaving concern attached to the mer- 
cantile house of the congregation, and October 30, 1801, entered 
pon my new duties, fervently beseeching the Lord to grant me His 
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blessing and daily support. December 7th I was united in holy wed- 
lock with the single sister, Maria Magdalena Gruhl. 
. * * * * * * * * 

Thus far his own account. His widow adds the following parti- 
culars: 

Our mutual wish and determination from the commencement of 
our union, was, to submit ourselves unreservedly to the will and 
guidance of our Saviour, even though our path should be dark and 
gloomy. ‘This union of near twenty-two years’ duration was blest 
with six children, of whom two sons and one daughter are yet living. 

During the severe winter of 1810, he experienced a gracious pre- 
servation of his life. Business compelled him to go to the Tartar 
village, about arGerman mile distant; the road leading across the 
frozen Sarpa-ponds. At a dangerous place he had the misfortune to 
break through the ice with horse and sleigh; with great difficulty he 
worked himself out of the water; but when, after many fruitless at- 
tempts, neither horse or sleigh could be got out, he was at last com- 
pelled to proceed on foot, all drenched and frozen as he was, to the 
upper mill and ask Brother Serensen for help. His hands and feet 
were frostbitten to such a degree, that it lasted a great while before 
he was perfectly restored. On another occasion, while out on a 
similar expedition, the Lord delivered him out of the hands of rob- 
bers, who meditated evil against him. 

In 1808, he was attacked by a serious illness which lasted nine 
months, and which he himself thought would bring on his dissolution. 
Through mercy, however, he recovered;—and thus did we, in man 
sorrowful hours, experience the divine support. 

He was of a quiet, peaceable, disinterested, and contented disposi- 
tion. In the duties of his calling he evinced an exemplary fidelity 
and unwearied diligence; in intricate cases he was rarely at a loss; 
and the Saviour’s blessing gave success to all his enterprizes. The 
welfare of the congregation lay very near to his heart, and he cheer- 
fully sacrificed his own interest to the good of the community. He 
felt exceedingly anxious that his children might all grow up in the 
fear of God, and walk according to the mind of Christ; he on his 
own part neglecting nothing that could promote their temporal and 
spiritual welfare. Highly appreciating the meetings of God’s peo- 
ple, he neglected none, unless circumstances imperiously demanded 
it. At home his soul was edified by reading the Scriptures and other 
religious books. Although he began to feel the infirmities of old age 
increasing upon him apace, particularly the failure of his memory, 
he still manifested a desire to remain for a longer space of time 
actively employed in his calling. But the Lord whose ways are not 
our ways, had resolved to terminate his career sooner, than in the 
common course of nature we should have been led to expect, and in 
a manner highly distressing to myself and our children. 

On the 9th of August, the day of the great conflagration at Sarepta. 
which immediately seized our house, he knew but one concern: to 
rescue from the flames as many goods as possible out of the ware 
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house, while the fire spread with incalculable rapidity. His zeal 
carried him beyond the thought of danger; he went on saving goods, 
until the flames burst over his head; and it was only by dint of 
main force that his son succeeded in tearing him out of the fire when 
his death seemed almost inevitable. I cannot express in words what 
I felt, on seeing my dear husband mangled in so shocking a manner. 
However, the Lord strengtliened me beyond my expectation, so that 
I was able to nurse the patient during his intense sufferings. Al- 
though his own sufferings were very great, yet the awful fate of 
Sarepta was still more painful to him. Every,report that the fire 
was not got under, but was still spreading further, agonized his heart 
afresh. At first he did not consider his bruises so dangerous as like- 
ly to prove the cause of his death. When therefore his daughter 
said to him: ** Dear father! you will probably leave us?” he replied: 
No my child! I shall remain with you; only pray God to help me!” 
And even, when it became fully apparent, that his dissolution was 
inevitable, and I therefore reminded him to put his house in order: 
he said: ‘‘ I shall get better; I must yet restore the concern intrust- 
ed to my care!” Finally, however, he too perceived his end approach- 
ing. He therefore took an affectionate leave of me, of his children, 
and of his friends, committing us and his son in Germany into the 
Saviour’s holy keeping and had the last blessing imparted unto him, 
under a powerful perception of the Divine presence. He remained 
perfectly sensible to the last, and when the words: ‘‘ in the name of 
Jesus, Amen!” were sung, he joined the rest in a loud: ** Amen!” He 
fell asleep in my arms, August llth, aged sixty-three years, three 
months and five days. 

The congregation adds the following remarks: 

It is unnecessary to say any thing more in addition to the simple 
and candid exposition which our late Brother has given us, concern- 
ing his passage through time. The whole congregation knew him 
to be a dear and worthy brother, and a gracious child of God, whose 
quiet, faithful, and honest walk and conversation, in and out of busi- 
ness, deserve to be called exemplary. In consequence he was for 
Many years elected a member of the committee of the congregation. 
For many years too, he acted in the capacity of first chapel-servant 
with exemplary fidelity, and often remarked, that the discharge of 
this office proved a blessing to his own ‘heart; for the house of the 
Lord was his dearest spot. His memory will long be cherished and 
blest by the members of the congregation at Sarepta. 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 
JAMAICA. 


DurRiné a visit of Brother Ellis at Hopeton, seven persons were 
baptized, and five received into the congregation; and in Mesopota- 
mia, he baptized two adults, who had fervently desired this sacra- 
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ment. On the 31st of January, Brother and Sister Sholefield from 
St. Kitts arrived in Montego Bay in safety, and on the same day pro- 
ceeded to Irwin. 


ST. KITTS. 

According to letters of Brother Johansen and Hoch from this 
island, dated the 4th and 7th of February, the word of God is pros 
pering there, though tares are not wanting among the wheat. ‘There 
are continual new applications of persons who wish to be added to 
ournumber. Last year the congregation at Basseterre was increased 
by 104; so that at the close of the year it consisted of 1391 mem- 
bers, among whom were 414 communicants. Since the beginning of 
December, Brother and Sister Shick were busily employed in town 
with the management of the schools. At the Christmas lovefeast, 
there were 340 negro children present; the teachers also had a 
separate meeting for encouragement in their useful services. Brother 
and Sister Staude have removed for the present to Bethesda, where 
264 girls and 156 boys attend the schools diligently. 


SURINAM. 


Brother Genth writes from Paramaribo on the Ist of February: 


*“ The word of the Lord shows its powerful influence at this place, and 
is listened to with reverence, and with visible impression on the hearts 
of many, especially among the females, there are also many boys and 
youths among the candidates for acmission. The subscription, which 
has been opened in the city for the new missionary church, promises 
good success.” 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

From Gnadenthal, Cape of Good Hope, Brother Hallbeck men- 
tions under date of the 24th of January: Brother and Sister Fritsch 
left here on the 28th of December for Enrion, in order to relieve 
Brother: and Sister Schmidt. In Grunekloof many disagreeable cir- 
cumstances took place towards the end of the year, so that it was 
found adviseable to omit for one week, the usual daily meeting, 
which had a good effect. Brother Peter Leitner writes from Hemel 
en Aarde, that in the course of the last year, the work of the Saviour 
had not been quite so apparent as in former years; twelve sick per- 
sons only had received Holy Baptism. He and his wite had been 
unwell frequently, but have entirely recovered, and they still esteem 
it a privilege to be accounted worthy to preach the Gospel of the 
blessed Redeemer to the poor lepers at that establishment. One 
hundred and sixteen persons live there, among whom forty-seven are 
baptized and twenty-two communicants. In January, Brother Hall- 
beck visited Capetown, in order to consult with the officers of go- 
vernment concerning certain unfounded strigtures which had appear- 
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ed in some public papers, calumniating the missionaries, and some of 
the institutions of Gnadenthal. 

At the close of the year the congregation consisted of 1185 persons, 
among whom were 511 communicants. In private conversations 
with the communicants, and at the new year’s love-feast with the 
Overseers, our missionaries were glad to find that the calumnies of 
our enemies above alluded to, had not made any serious impressions 
on the Hottentots as had been feared. On the 6th of January Holy 
Baptism was xdministered to two adults in Elim. Brother and Sister 
Teutsch and Bonatz live there very happy They hope to finish 
their new building before the rainy season. A muid of wheat at pre- 
sent costs at Gnadenthal ten rix-dollars and barley three. The fruit 
trees and vineyards promised fair, the inhabitants just began to dry 
their fruit. There never was so moist a year in this colony, hardly 
a week passes without a shower of rain, and the pasturage is there- 
fore excellent. 


BARGADOES. 

Letters from Brother Brunner and Seiz in Sharon of the end of 
January, inform us, among the rest, that Sister Brunner had been 
On the prayer-day, January 11, six adults were 
baptized, and the church was on that occasion crowded with more at- 


seriously indisposed. 


tentive auditors than ever before The scholars were increasing. 


Qn account of the long drought the sugar crop proves indifferent. 


T' BAGO. 

From this island agreeable information has been received from 
Brother and Sister Ricksecker. Their stay in December of last year 
with our missionaries in Barbadoes had been agreeable and useful to 
them, as an introduction to their future calling: although they were 
somewhat concerned at receiving no intelligence from Mr. Hamilton, 
who had meanwhile arrived at Tobago from England, and for whose 
directions they were obliged to wait. At last on the 13th of Fe- 
bruary, a letter was received from him, in which they were invited 
to come to Tobago. March 3d they went on board a vessel, and on 
the 6th they arrived in Scarborough on Tobago, much reduced by sea 
sickness. Next day they rode to Mr. Hamilton’s plantation Rise- 
land, where they live with him for the present. A number of con- 
tiguous plantations are situated in this neighbourhood which they 
attend. The joy of the negroes on their arrival was very great, and 
they collect in great numbers whenever Brother Ricksecker preaches 
the word of the cross. He does so every Sunday on the plantations 
Bucoo and Irwin, and in the evening at Riseland. There likewise at 
the particular request of the negroes, he keeps a meeting every even- 
ing, and instructs the children daily; and three times a week at 
Bucoo. The missionary establishment is to be located on the south- 
west end of the island, near little Courland Bay, on an eminence, 
from whence the island of Trinidad distant twenty miles may be 
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seen. The house is intended to be a strong frame building; in the 
lower story the place of worship, and in the upper the missionaries’ 
dwelling will be situated. 


} FAIRFIELD, (Upper Canapa.) 

A letter m Brother Luckenbach of April 29th, affords the intel 
ligence that our missionaries and Indians at New Fairfield, had been 
uncommonly exempt from sickness this spring. On the 20th of 
April, the foundation of the new church was sole mnly laid, on which 
occasion the whole congregation had assembled. The transaction 
seemed to affect all present, some were even moved to tears. All 
then lent a willing hand, so that in a few days, half of the blocks 
were raised. The rest will be accomplished after the Indians have 
planted their corn; and it is hoped that it will be possible to conse- 
crate the church before winter. 


Extract from the Monthly Accounts of the Provincial Helpers’ Con- 
JSerence in Bethlehem. 

After having seen in the public papers the safe arrival of our deat 
Brother Hueffel in St. Croix, on the 17th of April we were rejoiced 
by receiving a letter een him, written on that island. His voyage 
of fifteen days from New York to St. Croix was agreeable and safe; 
and he was delighted and encouraged by his reception among the mis- 
sionaries and negroes. The Governor General and other officers of 
government showed him every mark of distinguished respect. From 
a later letter of Brother Beenhof we learn, that Brother Hueffel, hav- 
ing visited all the missionary places on St. Croix, and edified the 
congregations by his English discourses, and having received accurate 
information in regard to the internal and external state of the mis- 
sions, had sailed for St. Thomas, on the $d of May, with Brother 
Beenhof, and visited the missions on St. Thomas and St. Johns. On 
the 23d of May he sailed from St. Thomas in a packet for St. Kitts. 
Brother Benhof adds, that his visit had been productive of much 
edification, and great encouragement both to the misssionaries and 
their congregations. 

Similar accounts have more recently come to hand, regarding 
ennes Hueffel’s visitation on the English Islands, St. Kitts and An- 

, the latter of which he left for Barbadoes on the 17th July, 
ful for the many favours and assistance which so far the Lord 


1d vouchsafed to him 
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